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No. L 


* 8, Hereford Street, le 6 Fruc. An. 8. 
(Aug. 24, re 


FW EVER ſcrupulous I may have hitherto | 
11 been, to follow in all Reſpecs the Path 
— for my Official Communications with the 

His Majeſty, yet the Secrecy and Diſ- 
patch requiſite for thoſe which form Subject 
of 'the encloſed Note, appear to me to juſtify 
a more direct Communication. I flatter myſelf, 
therefore, that your Excellency will not diſapprove 
of the Step I now take of communicating to you, 
without any Intervention, the Intentions of the 
French Government reſpecting the Overtures which 
have been made to it by Baron Thugut. 

If His Majefty ſhould accept the Propotitions 


contained in the encloſed Note, I beg, my Lord, 


that you would appoint, as ſoon as poſſible, the 
Perſon who ſhall be employed to treat with me; 
and who without doubt will be guided in this im- 
portant Negotiation by that Spirit of Conciliation 


| r alone can contribute to the Reſtoration of 


Peace 


CC ES IDO: . 2 II —— — — — t R __ 
1 ————ů . wa 


Peace and 1 Underfianding between the two 
Governments. 
I have the Honour to be, 
5 Mühz the moſt delpecl Confideration, 
C4 1 2 i MO M Lon 5 
Your Excellency s moſt bumble 
And moſt obedient Servant, 
(Signed) OTTO 


o 
— B 
£ . * 9 2 


No. II. 


To his Excellency Lord Grenville, Secretary 
# nb e af. State far the Department of Foreign 
9 80 T7 Affain. 7 


_ Imperial Majeſty having communicated” to 
the Government of the French Republie, 
Note from Eord Minto, Envoy Extraordinary Lal 
Miniſter Plenipotentiary of His Majeſty the King 
of Great Britain, at the Court of Vienna, from 
which Note it appears that the Deſire of His Bri- 


tannic Majeſty is to ſee a Termination of the War 


which divides France and England, the Under- 
ſigned is ſpecially authorized to demand from His 
Majeſty's Miniſtry farther - Explanations reſpectin 

the Propoſition which has been trapſmitted by the 
Court of Vienna; and, at the ſame Time, as it ap- 
pears impoſſible that at the Moment when Auſtria 
and England take a common Share in the Negotia- 
tions, France ſhould find herſelf under a Suſpen - 


fron of Arms with Auſtria, and a Continuation of 


Hoſtilities with England, the Underſigned is in like 
Manner authorized to propoſe, that a General 
Armiſtice. be concluded between the Armies and 


the Fleets'of the two States, adopting, - with reſpect 
4 to 
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Majefly's Anſwer, 
London, e 6th Fruc. An. 8. 


( 9: ) 


to the Places which are beſieged and blockaded, 
Meaſures analogous to thoſe which have taken 
place in Germany relative to Ulm, Philipſbourg, 


and Ingolſtadt. 


The Underſigned has received from his Govern- 
ment the Powers neceflary for negotiating and 
concluding this General Armiſtice. He begs his 
Excellency Lord Grenville to lay this Note before 
His Britannic Majeſty, and to tranſmit to him His 


(Signed) OTTO. 
(Aug. 245 1800.) PN 


No. III. 


Sir, Die Street, Aug. 26, eve 

AM to requeſt that you will endeavour, as ſoon 

as you can, to ſee M. Otto, and to aſk him from 
me, Whether he has any Objection to deliver to 
you, ſealed up for me, the Papers to which his laſt 
Communication refers, as his doing ſo will expe- 
dite his receiving the Anſwer to it. 

You will at the ſame Time apprize him, that 


you are not informed of the Particulars of that 
Communication, or of its Tendency ; and that You 


have/been charged to make this Inquiry, in order to 
avoid drawing any Attention to it. 

r GRENV KLE. 
Nun er wwe, wet 


Ft: 
= No. 


6% % 
No. IV. 
M. Olto's fall Powers. 


YON APARTE, Firſt Conful of the Frenck Re- 
public, in virtue of the 41ſt Article of the 
Conſtitution, gives to the Citizen Otto, Commiſ- 
ſary of the Government for the Exchange of Pri- 
ſoners in England, Power to propoſe, to conſent 
to, and to fign, conformably to his Inſtructions, a 
General Armiſtice between the French Republic and 
His Majeſty the King of Great Britafjann. 
(Signed) By the Firſt Confat, BONAPARTE. 
(Signed) The Secretary of State, 
HUGUES B. MARET. 
Done at Paris, at the Palace of the 
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| Government, the 2d Fructidor, : 
f Year 8 of the Republic. 

c | No. V. Tf 
| Ol. +. ugh, a hy Street, Fn 28, i860, : 
[ ; 1 HAVE the King's — to deſire that you j 
| 1 will, as ſoon as you can after the Receipt of this # 
| Letter, ſee M. Otto; and that you will return to 


him the Original of the oper. which he delivered to 
you on Tueſday laſt. 

In making proper Acknowledgments to him he 
his Attention on this Occaſion, you will mention, 
that the Paper I had wiſhed to ſee was not this, but 
Lord Minto's Note referred to in that which 
M. Otto addreſſed to me by Order of his Govern- 
ment on the 24th inſtant ; but that, while you were 
with M. Otto, l received, by a Meflenger from 

Vienna, the Copy ol Lord Minto's Note, together 
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6 
with that written on the ſame Subject by M. de 
Thugut to M. Talleyrand. 

1 encloſe to you for your Information a Copy of 
the former, and an Extract of the latter of thoſe 
Papers, which you will return to me after you ſhall 
have ſeen M. Otto. The Reaſon of my communi- 
cating them to you, is, to enable you to converſe 
with M. Otto on the Subject of them, in Conformity 
with the Inſtructions contained in the Minute here- 


with encloſed, which you are at Liberty in the 
Courſe of your Converſation to ſhow to M. Otto, 


as containing the Heads of what you are charged to 


communicate to him. 

Lou will of courſe carefully confine your Con- 
verſation within the Limits of that Paper; and you 
will as ſoon as poſſible deliver to me a written Mi- 
nute of what thall have paſſed between you and 
M. Otto on the Subject. J am, &c. 

(Signed) GRENVILLE. 

Commiſſioner George. TT 2 


No. VI. 


Minute of Inftrudions to Capt. George, 
Auguſt 28, 1800. | 


I. O declare that the Note preſented at Vienna 

by Lord Minto contains the Expreſſion of 

His Majeſty's Sentiments, and that the King 1s ready 
to act in Conformity to it. * J. 

II. To inquire whether any Anſwer has been re- 


turned by the French Government to the Propoſal 
contained in M. Thugut's Letter to M. Talleyrand 


reſpecting a Place for the Meeting of Plenipotenti- 
aries to carry on joint Negotiation: or whether 


M. Otto 1 is authorized to agree with this Govern- 
B 2 ment 
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ment on that Point, agreeably to the Suggeſtion 
contained in M. Thugut's Letter. | MK 
III. To expreſs in that Cafe that either of the 
Places named by M. de Thugut would be agreed to 
by His Majeſty, and a proper Perfon fent thither ort 
His Majeſty's Part to meet the Plenipotentiaries of 
Auſtria and France, provided that the French Go- 
vernment is willing to enter into ſufficient Engage- 
ments for the Freedom of direct Communication by 
Couriers with fuch Place of Negotiation. 8 
IV. That with reſpect to the Propofal of an Ar- 
miſtice, the King would ſee with great Satisfaction 
the Moment when he could with Propriety adopt 
any Meaſure, the immediate Effect of which would 
be to put a ſtop, at leaft for a Time, to the Calami- 
ties of War; but that an Armiſtice, as applying to 
Naval Operations, has at no Period ever been agreed 
on between Great Britain and France during the 
Courſe of their Negotiations for Peace, or until the 
Preliminaries have been aQually figned : that it 
cannot therefore be confidered as a Step neceſlary to 
Negotiation ; and that from the Diſputes to which 
its Exccution muſt unavoidably be expected to give 
riſe, it might more probably tend to obſtruct than to 
facilitate the Succeſs of thoſe Endeavours which the 
two Parties might employ for the Reftoration of 
Peace: that the Circumſtances of a Naval War are 
obviouſly not ſuch as to admit of ſuch equal Ar- 
rangements as are eaſily eſtabliſhed with regard to 
Military Operations when- ſuſpended by ſuch an 
Agreement: that it appears, therefore, at all Events, 
premature to enter even into the Diſcuſſion of this 
Queſtion, until from the Courſe of the Negotiations 
it ſhall more clearly appear how far they are likely 
to lead to a ſatisfactory Iſſue: and that no Deciſion 
could in any Cate be taken here on ſuch a Subject, 
unleſs the French Government - had previouſly ex- 
| plained 
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plained in what Manner it is conceived that the 
Principles of the Regulations adopted in the Ger- 
man Armiſtice with reſpect to blockaded Towns, 
can be applied to the Naval Ports and Arſenals of 
France, fo as to carry bona fide into Execution, as 
to the reſpective Maritime Forces, the Objects 
which thoſe Stipulations have in View with ref 


to the Mitte Poſitions e by the two 


Armies. 


| 1 No. VII. 
My Lord, Park Place, Aug. 29, 1800. 


1 Obedience to His Majeſty's Commands com- 


municated to me by your Lordſhip in your Letter 
of Yeſterday's Date, I called upon M. Otto, and 
had a rticilir Converſation with him on the Sub- 
ject of th he Papers delivered to me by your Lordſhip. 
I made a proper Acknowledgment to him ſor the 


Readineſs which he ſhowed to comply with your 


Lordſhip's With of communicating the Paper you 
wiſhed to ſee, which he conceived to be the one I 


had the Honour to deliver to your Lordſhip, and he 


appears fully fenfible of the Attention ſhown him on 
that Occafion. I declared to him, 

1ſt, That the Note preſented at Vienna by Lord 
Minto contains the Expreſſion of his Majeſty's Sen- 
timents, and that the King i is ready to act in Con- 
formity to it. 
2d, I inquired whether any Anſwer had been re- 
turned by the French Government to the Propoſal 
contained in M. 'Thugut's Letter to M. Talleyrand 
reſpecting a Place for the mecting of Plenipoten- 


tiaries to carry on joint Negotiations, and was in- 
formed by him that the Place of Mecting was fixed 


at Luneville. * 
3d, 
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zd, I informed M. Otto that either of the Places 
named by M. Thugut would be agreed to by His 
Majeſty, and a proper Perſon ſent 'tbither on His 
Majefty's Part to meet the Plenipotentiaries of 
Auſtria and France, provided that the French Go- 
vernment is willing to enter into ſufficient Engage- 
ments for the Freedom of direct Communication by 
Couriers, with ſuch, Place of Negotiation ; which 
he promiſes to communicate immediately to the 
French Government by Courier. | 
41h, I alfo informed M. Otto of the very ſubſtan- 
tial Reaſons that will prevent His Majeſty from 
agreeing to a General Armiſtice previous to the ſign- 
ing of Preliminaries, as detailed in the Minute which 
I had the Honour to receive from your Lordſhip; 
and was anſwered by. him, that he has every Reaſon 
to think, and is perſonally convinced, that the Con- 
tinuation of the German Armiſtice will depend upon 
the Conclufion of the Engliſh Armiſtice; the Advan- 
tages of the latter being conſidered by. France as an 
Equivalent for the very obvious Diſadyantages of the 
German one. He obſerved, that the Regulations 
contained in the German ArmtiQioe do not extend 
to ſuch Places as were not actually blockaded or at- 
tacked by the French; judging therefore from Ana- 
logy, ſuch Places only as are actually blockaded by 
the 'Engliſh Forces, could be comprehended in the 
propoſed Armiſtice, therefore Belleiſle, Malta, and 
Alexandria ſhould: be put on the ſame Footing as 
Ulm, Philipſburg, and Ingolſtadt. 7 

M. Otto has been- inſtructed to require an An- 
ſwer to the Propoſal for a General Armiſtice | before 
the 3d of September, which makes / him conclude 
that Hoſtilities may again commence | about that 


3 on the Patt of His Majeſty: He farther = 


ſerved, that as long as Hoſtilities on the Continent 
are 


| ( uns 


are carried on, there can be no firm Baſis on which 
to ground Negotiation, as every Change on either 


| Side would occafion a new Subject of Diſcuſſion. 


M. Otto farther remarked, that if a General Ar- 
miftice ſhould be agreed on, he is authorized to en- 


ter into any Security that may be thought neceſſary 
for the Commerce of Great Britain; and that the 
great Importance of the Subject obliges him to in- 


quire whether he is to have a written Anſwer on the 
Subject of the General Armiſtice, or whether he is 
to conſider the preſent verbal Communication as de- 


finitive againſt it. 4 
I have the Honour to ba * 


| (signed) R. GEORGE. 
Right Honourable Eord Grenville. 


min 


N o. VIII. 


Sir, / Dywning Street, Aug. 29, 1800. 
F A M. Otto 6 ee to you a Defire to receive 


in Writing the Anſwer of the King's Go- 


' vernment to bis Note, I tranſmit to you the en- 
cloſed, which I e you will communicate to 
him. ä | 


lam, &c. | 
G08 800 GRENVI LLE., 
— Commiſſioner George. | 


5 0 ae tn 
Sir, Downing Street, Aug. 29, 1800. 


ENCLOSE to you, by the King's Command, 
the Anſwer which His Majeſty has thought pro- 


1 yu that I ſhould return to the different Points con- 


tained 


( 36 )) 


tained in the Note which 1 had the Honour to receive 
from you. 1 enen 5 ert. I 01 

The Mode which you adopted for the Tranſmiſſion 
of that Paper was perſectly ſatisfactory to His Ma- 
zeſty's: Government; but as Captain George has, 
from his Situation, the Opportunity of unobſervetl 
Intercourſe with you, I will requeſſ you to tranſmit 
to me, through him, any further Communications 
with which you may be: charged by your Govern- 
ment reſpecting this Buſineſs. 0 ese. 

OO 24) (Signetl) GRENVILLLE. 


M. Otto. 
org. 
OTTO having apprized His Majeſty's Go- 


VI. vernment, through Captain George, that 
the Propoſal made by the Court of Vienna for fixing 
Luneville as the Place for carrying on the propoſed 


Negotiation for a General Peace has been acceded to 


by the French Government, it only remains on that 
Head to expreſs His Majeſty's Agreement to the ſame 
Propoſal; and to declare, that in conſequence there- 
of a proper Perſon ſhall be ſent to Luneville, on 
His Majefiy's Part, to meet the Plenipotentiaries of 
Auſtria and France, as ſoon as the Paſſports for 


ſuch Miniſter and his Suite ſhall be received: Pro- 


vided that the French Government is willing to en- 


ter into the neceflary Engagements, that His Ma- 


jeſty's Plenipotentiary-ſhall-be at Liberty to commu- 
nicate freely, arid in the uſual Manner, by Courier 
with this Country, and with the Dominions of His 
— Ales: t nor 0 HED YT 


With reſpect to the Propoſal for a General Ar- 


miſtice by Sea and Land between Great Britain and 
181 I France, 


5 
* 
5 
2 
2 
. 
. 
8 
24 a 
a - 
bp 
#233 
1 
Ma 
7 Ws 
ESE 
795 
X08 
£7] 
a 
I 
_— 


o c TOR Sd 55) 12 
. 1 * 
r WR. $4 
ks $22 Re EAN , 


( 7 ) 


France, the King would ſee with great Satisfaction 
the Moment when he could with Propriety adopt 
any Meaſure, the immediate Effect of which would 
be to put a ſtop, at leaſt for a Time, to the Cala- 
mities of War; but an Armiſtice, as applying to 
Naval Operations, has at no Period ever been agreed 
on between Great Britain and France, during the 


Courſe of their Negotiations for Peace, or until the 


Preliminaries have been actually figned; ſuch a Step 
cannot therefore be conſidered as neceſſary to Nego- 
tiation, and from the Diſputes to which its Execution 


muſt unavoidably be expected to give riſe, there is 


juſt Reaſon to apprehend that it might more probably 
tend to obſtruct than to facilitate the Succeſs of thoſe 
Endeavours which the two Parties might employ. for 


the Reſtoration of Peace. Beſides this it is to be 


conſidered, that the Circumſtances of a Naval War 


are obviouſly;not ſuch as to admit of ' ſuch equal Ar- 


rangements as are eaſily eſtabliſhed with regard to 


Military Operations, when ſuſpended by ſuch an 


Agreement. It appears therefore at all events pre- 
mature to enter even into the Diſcuſſion of this 
Queſtion, until from the Courſe of the Negotiations 


it ſhall more clearly appear how far they are likely to 


lead to a ſatisfactory Iſſue. But in any Caſe no De- 
ciſion could be taken here on ſuch a Subject, unleſs 
the French Government had previouſly explained, 
in what Manner it is conceived that the Principles of 
the Regulations adopted in the German Armiſtice 
with reſpect to blockaded Towns can be applied to 
the Naval Ports and Arſenals of France and her 
Allies now blockaded by His Majeſty's Fleets, ſo as 
to carry bona fide into Execution, as to the reſpec- 
tive Maritime Forces, the ſame Objects which thoſe 
Stipulations have in view with reſpect to the Military 

; C Pooſitions 


3 


Poſitions occupied by the Armies in Germany and 
Italy. (Signed) GRENVILLE. 
Downing Street, Aug. 29, 1800. e 


No. XI. 


No. 8, Hereford Street, Aug. 30, 1800. 
56 (12th Fruc. An 8.) 

My Lord, 77 a1! 
I RECEIVED Yeſterday Evening the Letter and 
the Note which your Excellency did me the 
Honour to addreſs to me; and I immediately tranſ- 
mitted them to Dover by an extraordinary Meſſen- 
I cannot but be extremely flattered by the Appro- 
bation which His Majeſty's Government has been 


pleaſed to give to the Mode which I had adopted 


for my political Communications. That which your 
Excellency propoſes to me combines the double 
Advantage of Diſpatch and of Secrecy, and I ſhall 
follow it as often as Orders from my Government 
ſhall afford me an Opportunity of profiting by it. 
I have the Honour to be, -with the moſt reſpectful 
Conſideration, 
- _ My Lord, 5 1 

| Your Excellency's moſt humble 


And moſt obedient Servant, 


(Signed) OTTO. 


No. 


619) 


ny 
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No. XII. 
NOTE, 


[S. Excellency Lord Grenville having been 
pleaſed to inform the Underſigned of the In- 
tention of His Majeſty to ſend a Plenipotentiary to 
Luneville, in order to take a Share in the Negotia- 
tions which ſhall be entered upon, as ſoon as the ne- 
ceſſary Paſſports ſhall have been tranſmitted by the 
French Government, and as ſoon as Aſſurance ſhall 
have been given reſpecting the free Correſpondence 
of this Plenipotentiary with his Court and with the 
Countries belonging to the Allies of His Majeſty, 
the Underſigned immediately diſpatched an extraor- 
dinary Meſſenger in order to communicate theſe Diſ- 

poſitions to his Government. 
The conciliatory and humane Sentiments which 
have had an Influence in producing this Deciſion of 
the Cabinet, are a happy Preſage of the Re-eſtabliſh- 
ment of good Harmony between two Countries 
which, from the Genius, the Talents, and the In- 
duſtry of their People, are ſo ſtrongly intereſted in 
cheriſhing the Arts and the Enjoyments of Peace. 
It is with a View to attain more ſpeedily this End ſo 
ardently defired by all Europe, that the Underfigned 
was directed to ſubmit to the Britiſh Government the 
Projet for a Maritime Truce ; but the Miniſters of 
His Majeſty having judged that it would be prema- 
zure to enter even upon the Diſcuſſion of this Object, it is 
his Duty to reſpect the Motives which appear to them - 
to militate againſt ſuch a Negotiation, although he 
may have had every Reaſon to hope that the Ad- 
herence of His Majeſty to that Propoſal might have 
become the Pledge of the Continuance of the two 
Armiſtices concluded in Germany and Italy; the 
French Government not being able to conſent, tor 
ec *. : any 
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therefore be neceſſeary 1 a ſeparate Paſſport for 


G : 


any Length of Time, to ſacrifice the Advantages af- 
forded to it by its military Poſition upon the Conti- 
nent, without the Aſſurance of an analogous Sacri- 
fice on the Part of Great Britain. 

If, through the imperious Force of Clbenmiſtaticha, | 


the Reſult of the Negotiations of Luneville ſhould 
be ſubjected to the future Fortune of War, it is to 


be preſumcd that the reſpective Inſtructions and De- 
liberations would no longer have for a Baſis a State 
of Things known and appreciated on all Sides, and 
that the pacific Diſpoſitions manifeſted by the Belli- 
gerent Powers would not produce Effects as prompt 
and ſalutary as might have been hoped for from a ge- 
neral Truce. 

The Apprehenſions of the Underfi gned, relative to 
the probable Renewal of Hoſtilities in Germany and 
in Italy, notwithſtanding the Negotiations which, 
in Concert with his Majeſty, ſhall be commenced at 
Luneville, are confirmed by the Order which he has 


received to ſolicit an Anſwer before the 3d of Sep- 


tember. 
(Signed) OTTO. 
| Hereford Street, the 12th Fruct. | 
Year 8. (3oth Aug. 1800.) 


No. XIII. 


Sir, Downing Street, Sept. 2, 1800. 


I AM to defire that you will apprize M. Otto, that 

the King has been pleaſed eventually to make 
Choice of Mr. Grenville to repreſent His Majeſty at 
Luneville, and of Mr. Garlike, now His Majeſty's 
Secretary of Legation at Berlin, to act as His Majeſ- 
ty's Secretary to Mr. Grenville's Miſſion. It will 


Mr. 


T8 


Mr. Garlike ſhould be furniſhed by the French Go- 
vernment, ſuch as will enable him to proceed direct- 
ly from Berlin to Luneville. You will add, that it 
will be a Matter of Convenience to His Majeſty” 8 
Government, and to Mr. Garlike perſonally, if that 
Paſſport, inflead of being ſent through London, 
were tranſmitted through the French Miniſter at 
Berlin, to the Earl of Carysfort, His Majeſty s Mi- 
niſter at that Court. 
Il I wiſh you farther to remark to M. Otto, that it is 
uſual in the opening of Negotiations for Peace, that 
ſuch previous Explanations ſhould take place as may 
enable the reſpective Miniſters to arrive nearly at the 
ſame Time at the Place of Negotiation; and that as 
the Communication on this Point may be received 
here ſo much ſooner from Paris than from Vienna, 
His Majeſty's Government would wiſh to be inſorm- 
ed through you of the Period which may be fixed 
for the Arrival of the Auſtrian and French Plenipo- 
tentiaries at Luneville, in order that no Delay may 
take place on His Majeſty's Part in the opening of 
the Negotiation, I am, &c. 
(Signed)  GRENVILLE. 
To Captain George. 


— . — — —ů—— ĩ—— 


No. XIV. 


Hereſord Street, 4th Sept. 

My Lord, (17 Fruct.) 
R. George not being yet returned from 
Margate, whither he has conveyed his Fa- 
mily, I hope that your Excellency will not ditap- 
prove of my tranſmitting to you directly the very im- 
portant Communications which I received this Morn- 
ing by an extraordinary Courier. I ſhould add, that 
4 it 
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if His Majeſty conſent to the propoſed Armiſtice, I 


am directed to deliver the Paſſport, and to give all 
the Aſſurances demanded for the Plenipotentiary who 


ſhall be appointed. 
] have the Honour to be with the higheſt Conſi- 


deration, &c. 
(Signed) OTTO. 


* 


— 
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No. XV. 


NOTE. 


THE Underſigned having communicated to his 


Government the Note dated the 29th of Auguſt, 
forwarded to him by his Excellency Lord Grenville, 


is directed to tubmit to him the following Obſerva- 


tions. 
Preliminaries of Peace had been concluded and 


ſigned between His Imperial Majeſty and the French 
Republic. The Intervention of Lord Minto, who 
demanded that England ſhould he admitted to take 
Part in the Negotiations, prevented their Ratifica- 


tion by His Imperial Majeſty. 
The Sufpention of Arms which had taken place 


ſolely in the Hope of a fpeedy Peace between the Em- 
peror and the Republic, ought then to ceaſe, and 
will in Fact ceaſe on the 24 Fructidor (11th Sept.), 
fince France had ſacrificed to that Hope alone the 
immenſe Advantages which Victory had ſecured to 
her. 

The Intervention of England renders the Queſtion 
of Peace ſo complicated, that it is impoſſible for the 
French Government to prolong farther the Armiſtice 
upon the Continent, unleſs His Britannic Majetty will 
conſent to render it common to the three Powers. 
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be eſſentially diſadvantageo 


SS | 


If then the Cabinet of St. James's deſires to con- 


tinue to make a common Cauſe with Auſtria, and if 


its Deſire to take Part in the Negotiations be ſincere, 
His Britannic Majeſty will not heſitate to adopt the 
propoſed Armiſtice. 
But if this Armiſtice be not concluded dolore the 
24 Fructidor (11th Sept.), Hoſtilities will have 
been renewed with Auſtria, and the Firſt Conſul 
will no longer be able to conſent, with regard to that 
Power, to any but a ſeparate and complete Peace. 
In order to ſatisfy the Explanations demanded re- 
lative to the Armiſtice, the Underſigned is directed 
to acquaint Lord Grenville, that the Places which it 
is propoſed to aſſimilate to thoſe of Sunn are 
Malta and the Maritime Towns of Egypt. 
If it be true that a long Suſpenſion of Arms ber 
tween France and England would appear unfavour- 
able to His Britannic Majeſty, it is not leſs fo, that 
an Armiſtice prolonged upoyrthe Continent would 
ras the French Repub- 
lic ; to that at the ſame Time that the Naval Armi- 
ſtice would be to the French Government a Pledge of 
the Zeal which would be employed by England in 
promoting the Re- eſtabliſhment of Peace, the Con- 
tinental Armiſtice would be one alſo to the Britiſh 
Government of the Sincerity of the Efforts of France ; 
and as the Pofition of Auſtria would no longer ad- 
mit of her not dikgently ſeeking for a Concluſion, 
the three Powers would have, in their own private 
Intereſts, deciſive Reaſons for conſenting without De- 
lay to the Sacrifices which may be reciprocally — 
ſary in order to bring about an early Concluſion of a 
general and ſolid Peace, ſuch as may anſwer the 
With and the Hope of the whole World. 
(Signed) OTTO. 
Hereford Street, 17 Fruct. 
Year 8. (4th Sept. 1890.) | 
5 Na 


ht! 


(3) 
No. XVI. 


Sir, Downing Street, Sept. 4, 1800. 
* appearing by a Note received this Day from 


M. Otto, that the French Government has deter- 


mined to make the Continuance of the Armiſtice be- 
tween Auſtria and France, and the Commencement 
of the Negotiations for Peace, dependant on the 
Concluſion of an Armiſtice with this Country; it is 
judged proper, in order that the ultimate Deciſion 
on ſo important and extenſive a Queſtion may be 


taken with the fulleſt Knowledge of all the Confi- 
derations by which it ought to be governed, that you 


ſhould ſee M. Otto, and inquire of him, Whether 
(as his Note of the 3oth ultimo appears to intimate) 
he is furniſhed with a Projet of a Treaty of Na- 
val Truce? and in that Caſe, Whether he is willing 
to communicate it to you for the Information of His 
Majeſty's Government? 

You will further inquire, Whether he i is empow- 
ered and inſtructed to include in ſuch Treaty His 
Majeſty” s Alles? 

And, laſtly, if his Projet ſhould contain no Arti- 
cle applicable to the Queſtion of moving the French 
and Spaniſh Ships now in Breſt to any other Station 
in or out of Europe, you will inquire, Whether M. 
Otto is authorized to enter into Negotiation for the 
Purpoſe of including proper Stipulations on that 
Subject in any Treaty of the Nature which his Go- 
vernment has propoſed ? I am, &c:. 
| (Signed) GRENVILLE. 


Evan Nepean, Eſq. 


No. 


Lord Grenville, * 


( 35 /) 


" No. XVII 


My Lord, London, Sept. 4, 1800. 


INCE I had the Honour of communicating to 
your Lordſhip the Converſation that had paſſed 
between me and M. Otto on the Subject of the Pro- 
poſal for a Naval Armiſtice, and the Readineſs he 
had expreſſed of furniſhing me with a Copy of the 
Projet, I have received from him the encloſed Note 


and the Projet therein referred to. 1 have the Ho- 


nour to be, cc. 8 
(Signed) EVAN NEPEAN. 


„Me. Nit. 
—_ 


-— | ns 
HERE ſhall be a Suſpenſion of Hoſtilities be- 
L tween the Fleets and Armies of the French Re- 
public and thoſe of Great Britain, | 


e | 

The Ships of War and Merchant Veſſels of each 
Nation ſhall enjoy a free Navigation without being 
ſubject to any Search, and ſhall obſerve the Uſage 
eſtabliſhed previous to the War, „„ 


All Veſſels, of either Nation, captured aſter the 
of Fructidor, ſhall be reſtored. 


| 4. | 
The Places of Malta, Alexandria, Belleiſle, ſhall 
be aſſimilated to the Places of Ulm, of TOO 
Es . anc 


C 


0 26 | 
and of Ingolſtadt; that is to fay, all Neutral or 3 


French Veſſels ſhall have Permiſſion freely to enter 
them, in onde. to fyrniſh them with Proyiſiops. 5 


. aß es 10 e 
Ihe Sq lone which blockade Breſt, Cadiz, 466 
Jon, Flothing, ſhall return into their own Harbours, 
or at t leaſt ſhall Keep out of Sight of f the Coalt. 


Three En eliſh Officers mall be diſpatched, one 
diredtly to the Admiral commanding in the Meqditer- 
rancau, another to the Commander of the Squadron 
before Malta, the third to the Commander of the g 
Blockade of Alexandria, to notify to them the pre- I 
ſent Armiſtice, and to convey to them Orders to con- 7 
form themſelves thereunto. The ſaid Officers ſhall 
pats through France, in order the more expeditiouſly 
to arrive at their Deftination, 


* 7. 
His Catholic Majeſty and the Batavian Republic 
are included! in the An Armiſtice, 


— 


No. XIX. 
NOTE. | 


us only Motive which could lead this Court to 
in the Diſcuſſion of a Propoſal fo unuſual 
in itſelf, and ſo diſadvantageous to the Intereſts of 
| Great Britain, as that of a Maritime Truce to pre- 
cede Negotiation, is the Deſirè of contributing to 
facilitate the Concluſion of a General Peace; and 
the Termination of the Armiſtice on the Continent, 
by the Act of the French Government, would put 
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; ET 


an End to all Inducements to ſ uch a Meaſure on the 
Part of this Country. . 

The Neceſlity of receiving the King” s Commands, 
on the Projet communicated by M. Otto, muſt pre- 
vent the Underfigiied from tranſmitting any Reply 
to that Paper before Sunday next. It is therefore 
for M, Oito to determine whether he will not think 
it proper immediately to write to his Government, to 
remark; that if France has propoſed an Armiſtice 
with Great Britain for the Purpoſe of its leading to 
general Negotiation and Peace, that Obje& can only 
be attained by at leaſt ſuch a Prolongation of the 
Continental Armiſtice as will allow the Time re- 
quired for receiving the Anſwer to the Propoſal made 


here. 
(Signed) GRENVILLE. 
Downing Street, Sept. 5, 1800. 


*. 
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No. XX. 
. Thurſday Evening, Sept. 4, 1800. 


Cure Oito preſents his Compliments to Mr, 


Nepean, and, according to his Deſire, encloſes 
a Sketch of the Treaty propoſed by his Govern- 


ment. 


No. XXI. 


| London, the 5th Sept. 1800. 
Sir, (18 Fruct. Year 8.) 


1 HAVE received the Letter which you have done 


me the Honour to addreſs to me, acquainting me 
that His Majeſty had thought proper proviſionally 
to appoint Mr. Grenville to take Part in the even- 


| tual Negotiations at Luneville. That Choice can- 


D 2 not 


( 28 ) 


not fail to be very agreeable to the French Govern- 
ment. As ſoon as the Reſult of the preſent Com- 
munications ſhall have rendered the Journey of Mr. 
Grenville neceſſary, I ſhall deliver to him the Paſſ- 
port for which I had previouſly applied; and I am 
directed to give, in the Name of my Government, 
every Aſſurance which Mr. Grenville can defire re- 
1} edling the Promptitude and the Inviolability of his 
beer dae or Om m 
With reſpe& to Mr, Garlike, it will be very uy 
to ſend to him directly to Berlin the Paſſport neceſ- 
ſary for him, and I ſhall requeſt it of my Govern- 
«> St N ; ett 
The Arrangements to be taken in the Caſe of an 
eventual Congreſs, in order that the reſpective Mi- 
niſters may arrive about the fame Time at the Place 
of the Conferences, are ſo conformable to the ordi- 
nary Proceedings in ſimilar Caſes, that they will not 
be neglected. The Proximity of Paris will afford 
me the Facility of giving to the Britiſh Miniſtry 
every Information which it may defire upon that Sub- 
ject, long before it could procure it from Vienna. 
I have the Honour to be, k. 
Signed) OTTO. 


No. XXII. 


HE Underſigned received Yeſterday, at four 
o' Clock in the Afternoon, the Note which his 
Excellency Lord Grenville did him the Honour to ad- 
dreſs to him. It appeared to him to be of ſuch high 
Importance, that at the ſame Hour he tranſmitted it 
by an extraordinary Meſſenger to his Government. 
He hopes that it may arrive in Time to produce the 
Effect which his Excellency has had in View; _ 
| i 
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if it ſerves to prolong for a few Days the Continental 
Armiſtices, he will congratulate himſelf very much 
on having had it in his Power to contribute there- 


unto. 
He begs his Excellency to accept the Homage of 


his reſpectful Conſideration. 
(Signed) OTTO. 


Hereford Street, 19 Fruct. Year 8. 
(6th Sept. 1800.) 


No. XXII. 
NOTE. 


ORD Grenville preſents his Compliments to M. 

Otto, and ſends him herewith the Official An- 

ſwer to his laſt Communication on the Subject of an 

Armiſtice, together with the Counter-Projet therein 
referred to. 

He requeſis M. Otto to accept the Affurance of 

his high Confiderntion. 

owning TY Our 75 1800. 


No. XXIV. 
". NOTE, 


Tur Underſigned has had the Honour to lay be- 
fore the King the Official Anſwer of the French 
Government which he received from M. Otto on the 
4th inſtant; and alſo the Projet of an Armiſtice com- 
municated on the ſame Day. 

The Spirit of that Anſwer is unhappily but little 


conſonant with choſe Appearances of a conciliatory 
3 3 
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Diſpoſition which had before been manifeſted. If it 
be really practicable in the preſent Moment to reſtore 

rmanent Tranquillity to Europe, this Object muſt 
be effected by very different Means than thoſe of ſuch 
à Controverſy as that Paper is calculated to produce. 

Some Reply is, however, indiſpenſably neceſſary to 
the Aſſertions there advanced, which, if now paſſed 
over, might hereaſter be conſidered as admitted. 

The Articles which an Auſtrian Officer, charged 
with no ſuch Commiſſion, was perſuaded to ſign at 
Paris, do indeed appear to His Majeſty little calcu- 
lated to terminate the Calamities of Europe. 

But whatever be the Tendency of the Conditions 
which the French Government has there ſpecified, 
thefe can be no Pretence for repreſenting them as Pre- 
lirainaries concluded by Auſtria or annulled by the. 
Intervention of His Majeſty. —_ = 
The Engagements by which the Courts of London 
and Vienna have agreed not to treat, except in Con- 
cert with each other, were concluded before there was 
any Queſtion of theſe pretended Preliminaries of 
Peace. And the firſt Intimations which His Majeſty 
received of their Signature were accompanied by the 
expreſs Declarations of his Ally, that they were wholly 
unauthorized, and mult be confidered as abſolutely 
null. | 
The French Government could indeed expect no 
other Determination to be taken by His Imperial 
Majeſty, The Want of all Powers or Inſtructions for 
luch a Treaty on the Part of the Auſtrian Officer, was 
at the Time diſtinctly notified by him to thoſe who 
treated with him, and is declared even on the very 
Face of the Paper which he ſigned. 1 

With reſpect, therefore, to the ſuppoſed Demand 
of His Majelty to be admitted to thoſe Negotiations, 
nothing More 18 neceſſary to be ſaid. The Note deli- 
vered to M. de Thugut by Lord Minto, ſufficiently 
- 3 . explains 


( 

enplains the put which His Majeſty i is really diſpofed 

to take in any Negotiation which may be regularly ſet 

on foot for General Peace. 

The King has always been perſuaded that the Reſult 
of ſuch a Negotiation can alone effectually re-eſtabliſh 
the Tranguillity of Europe. 

Experience has confirmed this Opinion; and it is 

only from the Conviction of its Truth that His Ma- 

jeſty has now been induced to wave his ſtrong Objec- 

tions to the firſt Propoſal of a Naval Armiſtice, and 

to enter into the Diſcuſſion of the Conditions on which 

it may be eſtabliſhed. 

His Majeſty, judging from the Experience of fo 
many former Negotiations, conſiders ſuch an Armi- 
ſtice as in no Degree likely either to expedite or to fa- 
cilitate an Arrangement of the direct Intereſts of Great 
| Britain and F rance. 

He views it in no other Light than as a temporary 
Advantage which it is propoſed to him to yield to his 
Enemy, in order to prevent the Renewal of Continental 
Hoſtilities, and thereby to contribute to the Conclu- 
ion of a General Peace, 

And on this Ground, notwithſtanding the many 
| Diſadvantages which he is ſenſible muſt reſult to this 
Country from ſuch a Meaſure, he is reſolved to give 
to his Allies and to all Europe this new Pledge of the 
Sentiments by which he is actuated provided that 
his Enemies are diſpoſed to regulate the Conditions 

| of ſuch an 1 as far as the Nature of the Caſe 
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the Armiſtice ſuch as it was at its Commencement ; 
and that neither of them ſhould by its Operation ac- 
quire freſh Advantages or new Means of annoying his 
Enemy, ſuch as he could not otherwiſe obtain. The 

Difficulty 
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: Difficulty of doing this with the ſame Preciſion in the 
Caſe of Naval: Operations as by Land, has already 


been adverted to in a former Note; and it conſtitutes _ 


a leading Objection to the Meaſure itſelf. 


remove or leſſen theſe Difficulties, departs at once, and 
in every Article, from the Principle itſelf, although 
expreſsly recogniſed and ſtudiouſly maintained in the 
Continental Armiſtice which is there referred to as the 
Foundation and Model of this Tranſaction. 

It is propoſed, in Effect, that the Blockade of the 
Naval Ports and Arſenals of the King's Enemies ſhould 
be raiſed ; that they ſhould be enabled to remove their 
Fleets to any other Stations; and to divide or to collect 
their Force as they may judge moſt ad vantageous to 
their ſuture Plans: the Importation both of Proviſions 
and of Naval and Military Stores is to be wholly un- 
reſtrained. Even Malta and the Ports of Egypt, 
though expreſsly ſtated to be now blockaded, are to 
be freely victualled, and for an unlimited Peiiod, in 
direct Contradiction to the Stipulations of the German 
Armiſtice reſpecting Ulm and Ingolſtadt, to which 
Places it is nevertheleſs profeſſed to aſſimilate them: 
and this Government is expected to bind itſelf towards 
the Allies of France, even before any reciprocal En- 
gagement can be received from them; while, at the 
ſame Time, all Mention of the King's Allies is, on 


the other Hand, totally omitted. 


. 


To a Propoſal ſo manifeſtly repugnant to Juſtice 


and Equality, and ſo injurious not only to His Ma- 
jeſty's Intereſts, but alſo to thoſe of his Allies, it can- 
not be expected that any Motive ſhould induce the 
King to accede, _ | 5 
The Counter-Projet which the Underſigned has the 
Honour to tranſmit to M. Otto contains Regulations 
in this Reſpect more nearly correſponding with that 
Principle of Equality on which alone His Majeſty can 


conſent to treat. 2 n 


5 
*** 


But the French Projet, inſtead of attempting ta 
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Even thoſe Articles are in many important Points, 
and particularly in what relates to the actual Stations 
of His Majeſty's Squadrons, very far ſhort of what 
His Majeſty might juſtly demand from a Reference to 
the general Principle above ſtated, from Analogy to 
the Conditions of the Continental Armiſtice, or from 
the relative Situation of Naval Force: and a Confi- 
dence is repoſed in the good Faith of his Enemies, 
which, although it can never be claimed in Tranſ- 
actions between Belligerent Powers, His Majeſty is, 
nevertheleſs, willing to hope he ſhall not find to have 


been miſplaced on the preſent Occaſion. 


If M. Otto is empowered to accede to theſe Stipu- 
lations, a proper Perſon will immediately be autho- 
rized to ſign them on His Majeſty's Part; if not, he 
is requeſted to tranſmit them without Delay to his 
Government. | | 

(Signed) GRENVILLE. 

Dowaing Street, Sept. 7, 1800. 
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No. XXV. 
COUNTER-PROJET. 


'T having been agreed that Negotiations bs a Ge- 
" neral Peace ſhall be immediately ſet on foot be- 
tween the Emperor of Germany, His Britannic Ma. 
jeſty, and the French Republic, and an Armiſtice 
having already been concluded between the Forces 
of His Imperial Majeſty and thoſe of the French 
Republic, it is agreed that an Armiſtice ſhall alſo 
take place between the Forces of His Britannic 
Majeſty, and thoſe of the French Republic, on the 


Terms and in the Manner following: That is to 


ap | 
E Article 
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Article 1. 


All HFoſtilities, both by Sea and Land, between 


the Forces of the two Contracting Parties ſhall be 
ſuſpended, and ſhall not be renewed until after 


fourteen Days Notice given of the Termination of 


the Armiſtice. This Notice, in ſo far as relates to 
the Parts of Europe North of Cape St. Vincent, 


muſt be given by one of the two Governments to the 


other, and is to be reckoned from the Day in which 
the ſame ſhall be received by the Government to 


whom it is given. In the Mediterranean, or other 


Parts of the World, the Notice muſt be given by 
the reſpective Commanding Officers. But in caſe 
of the Renewal of Hoſtilities between Auſtria and 
France, the Armiſtice between Great Britain and 
France is likewiſe to be conſidered as terminated, ſo 
ſoon as ſuch Renewal of Hoſtilities ſhall be known 


to the Officer commanding the Britiſh Forces; ex- 
cept only in ſo far as relates to Prizes of Merchant- 


Veſſels, which ſhall be regulated by the third Article 
of this Convention. | 


Article 2. 
Orders ſhall immediately be fent by the two Go- 
vernments to their Officers in the different Parts of 


the World, to conform themſelves to this Agree- 
ment; Sea-Paſſcs ſhall be given to the Ships which 


are to carry theſe Orders; and His Britannic Ma- | 


jeſty's Officers to be ſent for that Purpoſe through 
France, ſhall be furniſhed with the neceſſary Paſſ- 


ports and Facilities to expedite their Journey. 


Article 3. 
All Prizes made in any other Part of the World 


during the Continuance and Operation of the Ar- 
miſtice, by any Officers having actually received due 


Notice 
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Notice of this Agreement, ſhall be reſtored; and 
generally, whether ſuch Notice ſhall have been re- 


ceived or not, all Prizes made in the Channel, or 


in the North Seas, atter twelve Days (to be reckoned 
ſrom the Exchange of the Rü of this Con- 
vention), ſhall be reſtored; and the ſame Periods 
ſhall be allowed in this Reſpect for the other Parts 


of the World, as were ſtipulated by the 22d Article 


of the Preliminaries of the laſt Peace. 


Article 4. 


Malta, and the Maritime Towns and Ports of 
Egypt, ſhall be placed on the ſame Footing as thoſe 
Places which, though compriſed within the Demar- 
cation of the French Army in Germany, are occu- 
pied by the Auſtrian Troops ; conſequently, nothing 
ſhall be admitted by Sea which can give additional 
Means of Defence; and Proviſions only for four- 
teen Days at a Time, in Proportion to the Con- 


ſumption, as it ſhall be aſcertained by Commiſlaries 


to be named for the Purpoſe, who ſhall have Power 
to eſtabliſh the neceſſary Regulations for giving Ef- 
fect to this Stipulation, contormably to the Princi- 
ples of the 4th Article of the Convention concluded 
between the Auſtrian and French Generals in 


Germany. 


oO 


Article 5. 


The Blockade of Breſt, Toulon, and any other of 
the Ports of France by His Majeſty's Fleets, ſhall 
be diſcontinued ; and all Britiſh Ships ſhall be in- 
firucted not to interrupt or obſtruct the Trade or 
Navigation of any Ships failing to or from the Coaſts 
of France, except in the Article of Naval or Military 
Stores, which are not to be brought thither hy Sea 
curing the preſent Armiſtice. None of the Ships of 


War now flationcd in the ſaid Ports reſpectively 
B24 | ſhall, 
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ſhall, beſore the Renewal of Hoſtilities, be removed 
to any other Station. 


Article 6. 


The Allies of the two Parties ſhall ſeverally be at 
Liberty to accede to this Armiſtice, if they ſo think 
fit; provided that they alſo engage to obſerve a like 
Armiſtice, on Conditions ſimilar to thoſe here ſpeci- 
fied, towards ſuch of the Allies on the other Side as 
ſhall alſo accede to it. 

The Periods or Terms to be fixed for the Com- 
mencement of the Armiſtice in the different Quar- 
ters of th: World as with reſpect to each of the ſaid 
Ailics, are to be regulated in Conformity to the Sti- 
pulations contained in the 3d Article of this Con- 
vention as between Great Britain and France ; and 
the ſaid Periods or Terms are to be reckoned from 
the Day on which the Acceſſion of ſuch Power to the 
Armiſtice ſhall have been duly notified by ſuch 
Power to the Party with whom it is at War. Such 


Notification, duly authenticated by the Govern- 


ment on whoſe Part it is made, may either be tranſ- 
mitted directly by Couriers or Flags of Truce, or 
through the Channel of the two Contracting Parties, 


to each other reciprocally. The Naval Ports and 


Arſenals of the' Allies of France are, during ſuch 
Armiſtice, to be placed on the ſame Footing with 
thoſe of France; and the Notices which are to pre- 
cede the Kenewal of Hoſtilities, as well as all other 
Matters relating to ſuch Armiſtice, are to be regu· 
lated according to the Terms of this Conyention. 


Article 7. 


This Convention ſhall be ratified, 2 the Rati- 
fications ſhall be exchanged within the T erm of ten 
Pays, or ſooner if the ſame be practicable. 


No. 


1 

No. XXVI. 
Hereford Strect, 21 Fruc. 8. 

My Lord, (Sept. 8, 1800.) 

I RECEIVED. Yeſterday, at Eleven o'Clock at 
Night, the Note and the Counter-Projet which 
your Excellency did me the Honour to addreſs to 
me. The Principles contained in theſe two Pieces 
are in ſeveral Reſpects ſo little analogous to the 
Propoſals which I have been directed to make, and 
the Object of which was to compenſate by a Britiſh 
Armiſtice the Inconveniences which might reſult 
to France from the eventual Prolongation of the 
German Armiſtice, that I cannot take upon myſelf 
to admit them without previouſly receiving farther 
Inſtructions. I have therefore complied with your 
Excellency's Intentions, by tranſmitting to my Go- 
vernment thoſe two Picces with as little Delay as 
poſſible. I have the Honour to be, with the moſt 


reſpectful 8 &c. 
(Signed.) OTTO. 


No. XXVII. 


5 Hereford Street, Sept. 16, 180. 
My Lord, (29 Fruc. 8.) 
HAVE the Honour to addreſs to your Excellency 
the Anſwer which my Government has directed 

me to make to the Note which you did me the Ho- 

nour to addreſs to me. | 

The Firſt Conſul, hoping that it is Rill poffible 
to approximate the Intereſts of the two Govern— 
ments, and their Wiſhes for a ſpeedy and ſolid 

Peace, and being willing to give, on his Part, a 

Ren Proof of his pacific Diſpoſitions, has diſpatched 

Orders 
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Orders for deferring for ſome Days longer, the At- 
tack which the French Army had been directed to 
make upon the whole Line. 

I ſhall give verbally either to your Excellency 
yourſelf, or to ſuch Perſon as you ſhall judge 
proper to appoint for that Purpoſe, ſatisfactory Ex- 
planations reſpecting the principal Objections con- 
tained in your Note of the jth of this Month ; and I 
flatter myſelf that they wil] produce the Effect which 
your Excellency had in View, by making known to 
me the Intentions of His Majeſty. The high Im- 
portance of thoſe Communications authorizes me 
to entreat that you would give them every Facility 


in your Power. I have the Honour to be, with the | 
molt n Conſideration, N 
My Lord, | 


Your Excellency's moſt obedient 


And moſt humble Servant, 
| (Signed) OTTO. 


mitted inaſmuch only as the Queſtion might ſimply 
8 | be 


[ No. XXVIII. = | 
| NOTE. | 
| THE Underſigned has tranſmitted to his Govern. _ 
1 ment the Note of his Excellency Lord Gren- 

1 ville, dated the 7th of September. The Counter- 
to Projet which accompanied it having been laid be- 
1 fore the Firſt Conſul, he has oblerved that tlie Ar- 
Fo miftice, ſuch as it was propoſed, did not offer any | 
1 Advantage to the French Republic, and conſe- : 
4 quently could not compenſate to it for the ſerious : 
* Inconveniences which would reſult to it from the f 
4 Continuance of the Continental Armiſtice: hence | 
| it follows, that the Counter Projet could be ad- d 
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be to ſettle the Preliminaries of a particular Ar- 
rangement between France and England, by a 
Truce alike particular to the two States; but the 
Effect of the propoſed Maritime Truce, being in- 
_ tended to ſerve as a Compenſation to the French 
Republic for the Continental Truce, the former 
ought to afford to it Advantages equal to the In- 
conveniences which it experiences from the latter. 

The Underſigned is therefore directed to make 
two Propoſals, of which His Britannic Majeſty 

may chooſe that which may appear to him moſt con- 
ſonant to the Intereſt of his Dominions or to his 
Continental Relations. 

The firſt is, that the Projet for an Armiſtice be 
drawn upand admitted in Terms analogous to thoſe 
which have been propoſed by the Miniſtry of His 
Britannic Majeſty, but ſolely under the Suppoſi- 
tion that this Armiſtice ſhould be independent of 
the Events of the Continent, and relative only to a 
ſeparate Negotiation to be immediately opened be- 
tween the two Powers: 

The ſecond is, that His Britannic Majeſty ſhould 
continue to make Common Cauſe with the Empe- 
ror, but that, in that Caſe, he ſhould conſent that 
the Maritime Truce may offer to the French Re- 
public Advantages equal to thoſe ſecured to the 
Houſe of Auſtria by the Continental Truce. 

And with this View the Compariſon may be 
eaſily ſettled. 

By the Continental Armiſtice the Court of Vienna 
acquires the Means of reorganizing its Armies, of 
converting into Men, Arms, Ammunition of every 
Kind, the Subſidies paid to it by England; of 
fortifying and victualling its Places of the ſecond 
and third Line which were in a bad State, in con- 
ſequence of the rapid March of the French Armies 
having not * foreſeen. Thus Aſoppo, Palma- 

nova, 
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nova, Venice, Verona, and Lintz, had been ne- 
glected; every Day their Fortifications are repair- 
ing. Ulm, Ingolſtadt, although blockaded, are im- 
proving their Means of Defence; and it is the Ar- 
miſtice which procures to them this Advantage; for 
at the Moment when thoſe Places were inveſted, 
the Enemy thought only of beſieging ours, and con- 
ſequently their own were not ee for ſo early 
an Attack 

By the Continental Armiſtice, the Impreſſion 
made by the Victories of the French Armies dimi- 
niſh, their Effects are weakened. Six Months of 
Rep oſe would ſuffice to reſiore the moral and phy- 


ET fical Strength of the Auſtrian Armies; to allow the 


conquered to recover Com the Impreſſion of Aſcend- 
ancy acquired by the. Conquerors, and to make it 
neceſſary once more to regain that contingent Su- 
riority ſo well earned by the Republic. 
It would alſo follow as a Conſequence of the 
Continental Armiſtice, that the Kingdom of Naples, 
now a Prey to every Kind of Calamity, and con- 


| taining all the Seeds of Inſurrection, might be re- 


organized, and furniſh freſh Reſources to the Ene- 


mies of France. It is by Means of the Armiſtice, 


in a Word, that Men are raifing in Tuſcany and in 


the Marſhes of Ancona; that Auftria is every where 


preparing new Means of Defence ; that everywhere 
the is ameliorating her Poſition, which perhaps was 
deſperate, whilſt the Advantages of the Republic 
are diminiſhing or diſappearing. 

The Firſt Conſul has already made to the Love 


of Peace a ſuffic 1ently great Sacrifice of thoſe Ad- 


vantages: if he ſhould continue to derive no Benefit 
from them, it would no longer be Moderation, but 
Weakneſs ; it would no longer be the Means of ar- 
riving at the Concluſion of Peace, but that of per- 
petuating the War. —_— in the Judgment of 

Stateſmen 
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Stateſmen the French Government may have al - 


gency which was favourable to it; but it has onl 
done ſo upon the poſitive Aſſurances which bad 
been given to it of a ſpeedy and ſeparate Peace. 

At this Moment, when the two Allied Courts in- 


ready too long delayed to avail itſelf of the Contin - 


fift upon a joint Negotiation and a General Peace, 


the French Government is too well aware that fo 
complicated a Work is not to be accompliſhed in a 
few Days, and it ought to avoid putting itſelf in a 


Poſition which would be diametrically oppoſite: to 


the Acceleration of the Negotiations, by giving to 
the inimical Powers, and principally to Auſtria, a 
real Intereſt to prolong the Diſcuſſions, in order 
daily to acquire the Means of appearing with greater 
with greater Pretenſions at the Congreſs. =» 

It is with a View of avoiding, in Part, ſo mani- 
feſt an Inconvenience, that France requires that the 
Maritime Armiſtice ſhould be ſtipulated. in ſuch a 


Advantage in the F ield of, Battle, and conſequently 


Manner as to be equivalent to the Continental Ar- 


miſtice, and as to place England, on its Side, in 
the Situation of being deſirous of the Concluſion of 
Peace. The Advantages which the Republic can 
and ought to expect from the Naval Armiſtice, are 
the free Navigation of her Ships, and the Facilities 
neceſſary for her Communications with the I ſlands 
of France and Reunion, and with her American 


Colonies; and although ſhe ſhould make uſe of it 
to ſend a few thouſand Men more to Egypt, do not 


the Places belonging to the Emperor daily acquire 
in like Manner freſh Strength upon the Continent ? 

With reſpect to the victualling the Harbours of 
the French Republic itſelf, internal Means of Cir- 
culation are not wanting; and this Object 1s but of 
ſmall Importance to it. When the Britiſh Govern- 
ment propoſes that the Harbours and Places block- 
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aded ſhould ely” receive Proviſions for fourteen 
Days, is it aware that the greater Part of thoſe 


Eſtabliſhments are ſtill far from wanting Proviſions? 


and befides that, the Seaſon is drawing near which, 


by rendering a Naval Blockade almoſt always lu 


geo makcs the propoſed Favour quite uſeleſs. 
That if, befides, it be conſidered how little it is 
the Intereſt of Great Britain, if it be ſincerely de- 
firous of Peace, to prevent France from preſerving 
and conſolidating the ſmall Number which remain 
to her of foreign Settlements, and how much Eng- 
land, by making new Acquiſitions of this Nature, 
would augment ſtil] farther the Uneaſineſs and 
Jealouſy of Europe ; and the Diſpoſition which it 
erinces not to fee with Indifference the unlimited 
Extenſion of the Power and Commerce of England, 
it will be acknowledged, at the ſame Time, that 
the Advantages to be derived to the French Re- 
Public ſrom a Maritime Truce are admitted; that 
this Truce would not be ſo eminently difadvantageous 
to England as her Government appears to imagine. 


The Underſigned is, in conſequence, directed to 


refer to the double Propofition contained in the 
preſent Note“. 
Ik a ſcparate Negotiation and Penee be the Ob- 
ject, the Armiſtice may be agreed to in the Form 
in which it is propoſed by the Miniſtry! of His Bri- 


tannic Majeſty.” 
If a joint Negotiation aps a Genet! Peace be 


tue Net, the Armiſtice muſt be ſtipulated in the 
Manner in which it it ropoſed'i in the Name of the 
French Government, aid as it w will Wee 
detailed by the Und of gned. 

e OTTO. 


Hebeſord Street, 29 Frue, . Foy 
" 85 16, 186 1 1 


O. 


N. 7 
1 
ay 
"CY 
* * 
s 
[2-7 
3 8 4 
6 
py 
RY 
248 
+ Fe 
? Kb 
"A : 
5, 
< 
= 
0g 
Fe 
"FS 
YN 
1 
IN 
N 
os 
* 
. 1 1 
YL 
45% 
£288 
7 oy 
: 
Lg 
n 
1 
* 
* 
8 
x 
x 
{ 
— 
7 
9 
> 
z 
Y 


r 


—— pamper rengees >. + 
- N LOO y 
A q N 5% N 


2 > SS SS: 


—jp— mare —ů > 
\ n e i 1 
* Ne e Cogn N Ho apodoga Hitt; 45 


Ea 
No. XXIX. 
Lord Grenville to M. Otto. 


ir, Downing Street, Sept. 20, 1800. 


] ENCLOSE to you the Anſwer to the laſt Note 
which J have had the Honour to receive from you. 

You will there obſerve that His Majcſty is very far 
from thinking it proper for him to accede to the Prin- 
ciple which is again urged in that Note as the Founda- 
tion of a Naval Armiſtice. 25 

While this fundamental Difference ſubſiſts, there can 
be little Reaſon to hope that any Advantage could ariſe 
from diſcuſſing the Details of ſuch a Meaſure. 

The Counter-Projet which I had the Honour to 
tranſmit to you, is conſidered here as going to the full 
Extent of Conceſſion which can with any Colour of 
Reaſon be aſked by France, or which could be admit- 
ted by this Country, even in that View in which alone 
there can be any Queſtion of Naval Armiſtice. 

If you are authorized to make any ſuch new Propo- 
ſals as ſhall be really conſiſtent with thoſe Principles 
which form the only admiſſible Baſis for ſuch a Tranſ- 
action, I am confident you will not be unwilling, in a 
Matter of ſo much Impodttance, to tranſmit them to me 
in Writing. | | | 

Should they then appear to His Majeſty's Govern- 
ment to afford any ſufficient Grounds for further Diſ- 
cuſſion of this Point, I ſhall very readily receive the 
King's Commands for authorizing a proper Perſon to 
converſe with you on the Subject of thoſe Communi- 


cations. hs 
I have the Honour to be, &c. 
5 GRENVILLE. 
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No. XXX. 
NOTE. | 


THE Note encloſed in M. Otto's Letter of the 16: 
inſtant, has been laid before the King. 

His Majeſty has not ſcen in that Paper any freſh 
Suggeſtions on the Subject of a Naval Armiſtice, which 
can at all vary the Anſwer tranſmitted to M. Otto on 
the 7th inſtant. 1 

Neither His Majeſty's known Engagements to his 
Allies, nor his Deſire, ſo recently expreſſed, to contri- 
bute to the Reſtoration of general Tranquillty in Eu- 
rope, will admit of his ſeparating his Intereſts from 
thoſe of the Powers with whom he is connected in the 
Proſecution of the War; much leſs could he entertain 
the Idea of conſenting, for ſuch a Purpoſe, to any Na- 
val Armiſtice; a Meaſure which he has already de- 
clared to be totally inapplicable to a ſeparate Diſcuſſion 


of the Intereſts of Great Britain and France. 


This Propoſal. being therefore one which the French 
Government mult have known that His Majeſty could 
not accept, the ſuppoſed Alternative profeſſed to be of- 
fered to His Majeſty's Choice, amounts to nothing 


more chan to the ſimple Rencwal of a Demand already 


rejected. No freſh Inducement is ſtated, which ſhouid 
now diſpoſe His Majeſty to conſent to thoſe Conditions. 
of Armiſtice for joint Negotiation which he had before 
conſidered as wholly inadmiſſible. | 

From Information received ſince the laſt Communi- 


_ cations on this Subject took place, His Majeſty has 


obſerved with equal Surpriſe and Concern that the 
Orders for giving Notice of the Termination of the 
Continental Armiſtice muſt actually have been diſ- 
patched from Paris at the very Time when the Conti- 


- nuance of that Armiſtice was propoſed to His Ma- 
jeſty as the Condition and Inducement for a Maritime 


Truce. 
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Conciliation. 
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Truce. And if in Addition to this Circumſtance His 
Majeſty were to collect the preſent Diſpoſitions of His 
Enemies from the Terms reſpecting his Conduct and 
Views with which their recent Communications with 
his Allies are filled, the Concluſion muſt be extremely 
unfavourable to the Exiſtence of any Diſpoſition to 

His Majeſty is however till willing to wave all Re- 
ference. to theſe Conſiderations, and to regulate his 
Conduct by the Motives which he has already explain- 
ed. He ftill looks, therefore, to a Naval Armiſtice 


on ſuitable Conditions, as to a Sacrifice which he may 


be induced to make, in order to prevent the Renewal 
of Hoſtilities on the Continent, and thereby to facili- 
tate thoſe joint Negotiations for General Peace, which 
might perhaps be accelerated by ſuch an Arrangement, 
although they are by no means neceſſarily dependant 
on it. c 

But when it is required that the Extent of the Sacri- 
fice which His Majeſty is to make, ſhould be regulated 
neither by any fair Standard of Equality, nor by the 


ordinary Rules which govern ſuch Tranſactions; when, 


without any Reference to the Intereſts of his own Peo- 


ple, he is called upon to proportion his Conceſſions to 


the exaggerated Eſtimates which his Enemies have 


formed of the Benefits derived to his Allies from the 


Continental Armiſtice ; and when, on ſuch Grounds as 


| theſe, Conditions are inſiſted on which even theſe could 


not warrant, it becomes neceſſary to ſtate diſtinctly 
that His Majeſty neither recogniſes this Principle, nor, 
if he did, could he agree in this Application of it. 

His Majeſty is not, indeed, called upon to appre- 
ciate the relative Ad vantages which the Prolongation of 


the Continental Armiſtice might really afford to each of 


the Belligerent Powers. But even of thoſe Circum- 
ſtances which are enumerated by the French Govern- 
ment as excluſively advantageous to Auſtria, many are 

evidently 
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evidently beneficial to both Parties, and are ſo nearly 


to an equal Extent, | | 

If during the Interval of Repoſe which has already 
elapſed, the Auſtrian Armies have been re-eſtabliſhed, 
recruited, and reinforced, France has not been inatten- 
tive to the ſame Meaſures, If the Subſidies which His 
Majeſty has furniſhed, are applied by his Ally to the 
Formation or Tranſport of Magazines, France has 
appropriated to fimilar Purpoſes the rigorous Contri- 
butions exacted from thoſe Countries which the Exiſt- 
ence of an Armiſtice has not exempted from that Ca- 
lamity. The Places in the Rear of the Auſtrian Army 
may have been repaired ; but the Poſition of the 
French Armies has allo been ſtrengthened, and even 
the blockaded Towns may perhaps ſuffer more from 
the increaſed Length of the Blockade, than they can 
profit by any internal Meaſures for improving their 
Defences. | | 

Into other Points of Compariſon His Majeſty for- 
bears to enter. No Part of the varied Succeſſes of the 
Continental War appear to him to entitle his Enemies 
to preſume on any Aſcendant over the Spirit of the 
Auſtrian Armies. 

But were the Aſſertions of the French Government 


in theſe Reſpects better grounded than His Majeſty 
conceives them to be, the Principle itſelf would ſtill be 


inadmiſſible. It is impoſſible that His Majeſty can 
admit that Compenſation is to be demanded from him 
for the. Extent of thoſe Advantages, whatever they 


might really be, which his Ally might derive from the 


Continuance of the Armiſtice ; yet even ſuch Com- 
penſation is in a great Degree offered by His Mi j -ſty. 
In conſenting to a Naval Armiſtice on ſuch Terms as 
have already been acceded to on His Majeſty's Part, 
he has made conſiderable Sacrifices, and placed within 
the Reach of his Enemies great and obvious Advan- 


tages, which their Repreſentation in vain endeavours to 


1 | | depreciate, 


1 
depreciate, he has thereby given to all Europe 2 
ſtrong Pledee of his Concern for the general Welfare, 
and to his Enemies a decided Proof of pacific Diſpoſi- 
tion. — 92 
But to yield to the preſent Demand, would be to fa- 
crifice thoſe! Means of preſent Detence, and thoſe 
Pledges of future Security, which have been acquired 
by ſuch great and memorable Efforts, and which he 
can never be expected to forego till the Reſult of thoſe 
Negotiations, in which he has declared his Readineſs 
to concur, ſhall have crowned his Endeavours for the 
Happineſs of his People, by the Reſtoration of ſafe 
and honourable Peacec i: : | 
( (Signed) GREN VILLE. 
Downing ane oO. 20, 1800. } ilt 
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Loden,“ the a Compleineatary Day, Year 8. 
| (Sept 21, 1800.) 
My Lord, : 
1 RECEIVED Yeſterday at Ten o'Clock at Night, 
the Letter and-the Note which your Excellency 
did me the Honour to addreſs to me ; and I have 
learnt from them with the deepeſt Regret, that His 
Majeſty and his Miniſtry are not yet diſpoſed to ac- 
cede to the Principles of Conciliation contained in the 
Note which I had the Honour to tranſmit to you on 
the 16th of this Month. | 
It was not merely with a View to diſcuſs thoſe Prin- 
ciples, but in order to propoſe to your Excellency 
freſh Means of Reconciliation, that I felt it my Duty 
to requeſt, in my Letter of the 16th, to have an In- 
terview with you; and I had every Reaſon to hope 


that the Explanations into which I ſhould have en- 
tered, 
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| tered, would effectually have obviated the Difficulties 
which are ſtill oppoſed to the Concluſion of the Gene- 


ral Armiſtice, 
You deſire, my Lord, that I ſhould give you 
thoſe Explanations in Writing. They relate to two 


Points, which in your firſt Note are repreſented as 


being the moſt important : The Power of altering the 
Poſitions of the. Squadrons of the Republic during 
the Armiſtice, and the Fate of the Allies of Great 
Britain. 

I am authorized to conſent that the French Ships of 
the Line ſhall not go out of the Harbours where they 
are at preſent; and if His Majeſty inſiſts upon his 
Allies being included in the propoſed Armiſtice, I am 
authorized alſo to conſent that they ſhould enjoy the 
ſame Advantages as thoſe of the Republic. | 

The Intentions of the Firſt Conſul are anew detailed 
in the Projet which I have herewith the Honour to 
encloſe ; and in order not to delay a Communication 
of ſuch Importance, I defer until another Opportu- 
nity my Anſwer to your Excellency's Note. 

I ſhall only obſerve, that even if the Auſtrian 
Armiſtice ſhould have been broken in this Interval, it 
would be eaſy to make the reſpective Armies reſume 
their former Poſitions in the Event of His Majeſty's 
acceding to the laſt Propoſals which have been made 
ro him. I have the Honour to be, with the moſt re- 
pre Conſideration, &c. 

Tour (Signed) 212 oro. 


"Me, 


( 9 


No. XXXII. 
PROJET. 


N Conſideration of its having been agreed that Ne- 

gotiations for a General Peace ſhall be immediately 
opened between the French Republic and its Allies on 
one Side, and His Imperial Majeſty, His Britannic 
Majeſty, and their Allies, on the other Side; and that 
the Armiſtice which has already been concluded be- 
tween the Armies of the French Republic and thoſe of 
His Imperial Majeſty may be prolonged.: if an equi- 
valent Armiſtice ſhould be concludea between the 
Forces of the French Republic and thoſe of His Bri- 
tannic Majeſty, the two Governments have agreed to 
conclude the ſaid Armiſtice upon the following Condi- 


tions: 
Article 1. 


All Hoſtilities both by Sea and Land between the 
two Nations ſhall be ſuſpended, and ſhall not be re- 
newed until after a Month's Notification prior to the 
End of the Armiſtice. In all Parts of the World the 
Armiſtice ſhall not be broken without the expreſs Or- 
der of the contracting Governments ; and Hoſtilities 
ſhall not be renewed until a Month after the Notifica- 
tion which may have been given by the General or 
Commanding Officer of one of the two Nations, to 


that of the other Nauon. 


Article 2 


Orders ſhall be immediately tranſmitted by the two 
Governments to the Commanding Officers in the ſe- 
veral Parts of the World, directing them to act in 


Conformity with this Convention, Paſſports ſhall be 
G given 


( 3 


given to the Perſons who ſhall carry out thefe Orders; 


and the Officers of His Britannic Majcity who ſhall 
travel though France for this Purpoſe ſhall receive 
Safe-Conducts and the necel] lary Facilities for acce- 
lerating the Journey. | | 


Article 3. 


All Prizes . in any Part of the World, during 
the Continuance of the Armiſtice, by any Officer 
having actually received the Notification of this Con- 
vention, ſhail be reſtored, And generally (whether: 


this Notification ſhall have been made or not) all. 


Prizes made in the Channel, or in the North Seas, 
after twelve Days, to be computed from the Exchange 


of the Ratifications of this Convention, ſhall be re- 


ſtored ; and, in regard to this Object, the Terms 
ſhall be bed for the other Parts of the World con- 


formably to the Stipulations of the 22d Article of the 


Preliminaries of the laſt Peace; whence it refults, that, 
computing from the Day of the ſaid Exchange, all 


Trading Veſſels of either Nation ſhall have the Power 
of putting out to Sea, and of navigating freely as 


before the War. 


Article 4. 


Malta and Egypt ſhall be afiimilated to che Places 
in Germany, which, although blockaded by the 
French Army, have been permitted to enjoy the Be- 
nefit of the Continental Armiſtice. Malta ſhall be 
furniſhed with Proviſions for fifteen Days at a Time, 
at the Rate of ten thouſand Rations per Diem. With 
regard to Egypt, ſix French Frigates ſhall have the 
Liberty of lailin g from Tor vion, of unlading at Alex- 
andria, and of returning without being ſearched, and 
without luffering any Op poſition during their Pallage, 
either from Engliſh Ships, or from thole of the Allies 

" & | of 


Re tags 


E 


of Great Britain. An Engliſh Officer of Rank ſhall 
for this Purpoſe embark on board one of the Frizates, 
and ſhall travel through France on his Way to Tou- 
lon. 


Article 5. 


The Blockade of Breſt, of Toulon, and of every 
other French Port, ſhall be raifed ; and all Britiſh Cap- 
tains ſhall receive Inſtructions not to interrupt the 
Trade of any Veſſel either entering therein, or going 
out thereof. No Ship of the Line, however, of two 


or three Decks, actually at Anchor in the ſaid Ports, 


ſhall be at Liberty to go out before the Renewal of 
Hoſtilities, for the Purpoſe of changing its Station; 
bur Frigates, Sloops, and other tmall Ships of War, 


may fieely go out and navigate, and in the Event of 


their meeting at Sea with Ships belonging to His Bri- 
tannic Majeity, they ſhall obſerve the Cuſtoms eſta- 
blithed before the War. 


Article 6. 


The Land Forces in the Pay of His Britannic Ma- 
jeſty, ſhall not have the Power of diſembarking in any 
Port of Italy during the Continuance of the preſent 
Armiſtice. 


Article 7. 


The Allies of France, namely, Spain, the Bata— 
vian Republic, and Genoa, ſhall _ cipate in the Be- 
ne fit of the preſent Armiſtice. (It H:s Bi itannic Ma- 
jeſty inſiſt upon including his Allies in the Armiltice, 
they ſhall enjoy the fame Advantages with thoſe of 
France.) 


Article 
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Article 8. 


The preſent Convention ſhall be ratified, and the 
Rarifications ſhall be exchanged in the Space of ten 
Days, or ſooner if it ſhould Oc poſſible. 


man mann, — 
No. XXXIII. 


. Hereford Street, Sept. 23, 1800. 
My Lord, (2 Vendemaaire, 9.) 
[| HAVE the Honour to addreſs to your Excellency 
the Anſwer to the Note which you had the Good- 
neſs to tranſmit to me on the 2oth of this Month. 
I beg that you would at the ſame Time accept the 


Homage of thoſe Sentiments of Reſpect, with which 
I have the Honour to be, &c. | 


(Signed) OTTO. 
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Ne. XXXIV. NOTE. 


DURING the whole Course of the Shooting 


with which the Undersigned has been charged, he 
has had Cause to regret that the Want of more di- 
rect Communications with His Majesty's Ministry, 


has rendered it impossible for him to give to his 
Official Overtures the necessary Explanations. This 


Inconvenience is rendered still more striking by the 
Result of his last Communications, to which the 
Note which he had the Honor to receive on the 
20th of this Month is an Answer. 

The first Part of this Note appearing to intimate 
a Doubt respecting the Sincerity of the Dispositions 
of the French Government to begin Negotiations 
for a General Peace, the Undersigned cannot avoid 
entering into some Details upon this Subject, which 
will fully justify the Conduct of the First Consul. 

The proposed Alternative of a separate Peace, in 
the Event of His Majesty's not accepting the Con- 
ditions for a General Armistice, far from evincing a 
Want of Sincerity, furnishes, on the contrary, the 
strongest Proof of the conciliatory Dispositions of 
the First Consul : It is a necessary Consequence of 
the Declaration made by the. Undersigned the 4th 


of this Month. In Effe ct, he has had the Honor 


to apprize the British Ministry, That if that Ar- 
© mistice be not concluded before the 11th of Sep- 
tember, Hostilities will have been renewed with 
& Austria, and that in that Case the First Consul 
« vill no longer be able, with Regard to this Power, 


% to consent to ary _—_ a Separate and complete 


« Peace.” 
That Armistice was not concluded at the Date 


fixed upon; it was therefore natural eventually to 
H | expect 
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expect a separate Peace with Austria, and, accord- 
ing to the same Supposition, a Peace in like Manner 
Separate with Great Britain, unless it is thought 
that the Calamities with which a great Part of 
Europe has been for eight Years past oppressed, 

should be continued without other Hope of Termi- 
nation than that of the complete Destruction of one 


of the Belligerent Powers. 


It is not therefore the French Government which 
proposes to His Majesty to separate his Interests 


from those of his Allies; but having in vain at- 


tempted to unite them in a common Center, and 
finding them separated n Fad by the Refusal of 
England to lay down on the Altar of Peace some 
special Advantages of which France had already 


made a Sacrifice, the First Consul has given a fresh 


Proof of his Dispositions, by pointing out another 
Means of Reconciliation which the Course of 
Events will bring about sooner or later. 

In Conformity with the Advice which the Under- 
signed had transmitted on the 4th of this Month, 
Notification was given of the Cessation of the Con- 
tinental Armistice at the Term which had been fix- 


ed upon, but the Counter-Projet of the British 
Ministry, dispatched by the Undersigned upon the 
Sth of this Month, having reached Paris on the 


10th, and His Imperial Majesty having appeared 
to be convinced that his Ally would not withhold 
his Consent to an admissible Armistice, the First 
Consul determined again to retard for eight Days 
the Renewal of Hostilities. Orders were imme— 
diately dispatched to the Armies of Germany and 


Italy, and in the Event of those Orders arriving too 


late in the last mentioned Country, and of the 
French Generals having obtained Successes in Con— 
Sequence of any Military Operation, they are or- 


dered to resume that Fotis which they occu- 


pied 


( 8873 
pied on the precise Day on which Hostilities were 
recommenced, 

The simple Relation of these Facts will without 
Doubt be sufficient to prove that the French Go- 
vernment never can have intended to cover, by 
pretended Negotiations, a fresh Attack upon Aus- 
tria; and that, on the contrary, it has ated 
throughout this Negotiation with that Frankness 
and Loyalty which can alone ensure that Re-esta- 
blishment of general Tranquillity which His Ma- 
jesty and his Ministry have so much at Heart. 

It would be in vain to look for Proofs of a con- 
trary Intention in some Expressions contained in 


the Official Communications of the French Govern- 


ment to the Allies of His Majesty. More espe- 
cially if such Proofs were attempted to be drawn 
from one of the last Letters written to Baron Thu- 
gut, which the Undersigned might have communi- 
cated himself, if he had found an Opportunity ; 
that Letter would prove that the French Govern- 


ment, always a Friend to Peace, appeared to com- 


plain of the Intefftions of Great Britain only, be- 
cause it had every Reason to believe them contrary 
to a solid System of Pacification. 

The r np has entered into these Details 
only because, on the Eve of Negotiations which 
may be entered upon, it is of Importance to the 


Councils of the two Powers to be reciprocally con- 


vinced of the Sincerity of their Intentions, and be- 


cause the Opinion which they may have of that 


Sincerity is the only Pledge for the Success of the 
Negotiations. 

With Respect to the second Point in the Note 
which the Undersigned has had the Honor of re- 
ceiving, he 1s to refer to his Letter of the 16th, in 
which he informed his Excellency Lord Grenville, 
that he was directed to give satisfactory Explanations 


relative to the principal Objections of the British 
H 2 Government 
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Government to the proposed Armistice, and en- 
treated him, at the same Time, to facilitate the 
Means of verbal Conmunications with the Minis- 
try. It was therefore difficult to believe that the 


French Government would adhere, without any 


Modification, to its first Overtures; for, in that 
Case, it would have been quite useless to solicit 
for an Interview, in order to give satisfactory Ex- 
planations. 

In speaking of the Compensations requisite, in 
order to place the Naval Armistice upon a Footing 
with the Continental Truce, His Majesty's Minis- 
try think that there is some Preponderance in the 
Balance settled by the French Government; a for- 
mal Discussion upon this Point would uudoubtedly 
be displaced. After the various Successes of a 
War which has produced so many extraordinary 
Events, it is difficult to doubt of the moral Influ- 
ence of those Events upon Armies, upon Nations, 
upon Governments themselves, and the Deductions 
which may be drawn from 1t at present, appear to 
qustify the Opinion which the Undersigned has felt 
it his Duty to state. If there be any Exaggera- 
tion in this Opinion, it is shared with the Enemies 
of the Republic themselves, who have employed 
every Effort to prolong the Truce, and who have 
not scrupled to use the Means of pretended Ne- 
gotiations in order to gain Time. The Prelimi- 
naries signed by the Count de St. Julien, and 
disavowed by his Court, are a memorable Ex- 
ample of this; and the Prolongation of the Con- 
tinental Armistice must necessarily be considered 
as a Sacrifice on the Part of the Republic, since 


every Effort has been employed to extort its Con- 


sent to it. 
But even whilst His Majesty's Mioiziry admit 


the Existence of this Sacrifice, they formally de- 


clare that an analogous Sacrifice cannot be ex- 
pected 
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68 
pected to be made on the Part of His Majesty. 
It certainly does not become France to judge how 
far His Majesty's Engagements with his Allies 
may counteract his Inclination in this Respect; 
but France appears to have certainly an undoubt- 
ed Right to demand the Price of the Sacrifice 
which she has made, and which she 1s still will- 
ing to make. The First Consul has given to 
Europe repeated Pledges of his paciſic Disposi- 


tions ; he has never ceased manifesting them to 


the Cabinets interested in this Contest ; and even 
although the Hopes of the Enemies of the 
French Republic should be excited by his Mo- 


deration, it shall always be the sole Guide of his 


Actions. | 

Notwithstanding this Difference in the Manner 
of viewing several Questions accessory and pre- 
liminary to the proposed Pacification, the Under- 
signed cannot but congratulate himself on find- 
ing, in all the Communications which he has 
hitherto had the Honor of receiving, the same 


Assurances of His Majesty's Disposition to em- 
ploy his Efforts towards the Re- establishment of 


the Tranquillity of Europe; and he will negle&t 
no Opportunity of placing this Disposition in its 
strongest Light to his Government. 


(Signed) OTTO. 


Hereford-Street, Sept. 22, 1800, 
(1 Vendemuaire, Year 9.) 
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No. XXXV. —NOTE. 


Otto, and has the Honor to send him herewith the 


official Answer to his Communication of the 23d 


Instant. 


He requests M. Otto to accept the Assurances 


of his high Consideration. 


Downimng-Street, Sept. 25, 1800. 


No. XXXVL—NOTE. 


IT is by no Means the Wish of the British Go- 
yernment to prolong a written Controversy on the 
Circumstances to which the first Part of M. Otto's 
Note of the 23d Instant principally relates: It 
is however necessary, in order to vindicate the 
Accuracy of the former Statement which the Un- 


dersigned was directed to make, that the Dates of 


those Facts should, in Reply to M. Otto's Note, 


be more particularly detailed; but this will be 


done without adding any fresh Comment upon 
them. | 

The first Proposal made to His Majesty, on the 
Part of France, for a Naval Armistice grounded 
on that of the Continent, was dated on the 24th 
of August. 

The Notices for terminating the Continental 
Armistice were given by the French Generals on 
the 27th and 29th of August; the Orders for that 

— Purpose 


LORD Orenvitls presents his Compliments to M. 
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Purpose must therefore have been actually sent 
from Paris before the 24th. 

His Majesty's Answer was transmitted by the 
Undersigned to M. Otto on the 29th, the very Day 
on which the last of the Notices was given in Ger- 
many. That Answer referred to the Austrian 
Armistice as still existing; and it was not till the 
ath of September that the first Intimation was re- 
ceived here of the Measures taken in Germany for 


giving Notice of its Termination. 
With respect to the Letter of M. Talleyrand to 


the Baron de Thugut, to which M. Otto refers, it 
was also dated the 24th of August. The French 


Government, so far from being at that Time en- 
titled to consider his Majesty's Intentions as hos- 
tile to the Re-establishment of a solid System of 
Pacification, was then actually in Possession of the 
Notification given in His Majesty's Name, through 
His Ally, of His Readiness to concur in immediate 
Negotiations for that very Purpose. 

It will be with real Pleasure that His Majesty 
will see the Conclusions which appeared to him to 
result from these Facts disproved by the Event. 
The best Evidence which the French Government 
can now give of the Sincerity of its Dispositions for 
Peace, will be found in the Facilities it may af- 
ford for expediting both the Commencement and 
the successful Termination of that Negociation in- 
to which the King and His Ally the Emperor of 
Germany have already expressed their Willingness 
to enter, and which can alone, by a general an& 
comprehensive Arrangement of the Interests of all 
the Parties concerned in this extensive War, af- 
ford to Europe the Hope of solid and permanent 
Tranquillity. 

With respect to the supposed Case, in which 


it is * that France would not agree to treat 


with 


660) 
with Austria but for a separate Peace, the Fortune 
of War can alone decide on the Means of realizin 
such a Pretention, but whenever it shall be — 
on by France, after the Experience of what has 
already passed, it will afford to all other Powers, 
not a Presumption only, but the painful and de- 
cided Conviction, that the French Government 
has no real Desire to put a final and conclusive 
Period to the Calamities of Europe. No Man who 
considers the past Events of this Contest with At- 
tention, or who is capable of judging with Accu- 
racy of the present Situation of Affairs, can be- 
lieve that if the present War is to be terminated 
only by a Succession of separate Treaties between 
the different Powers now engaged in it, any per- 
manent or solid Basis of general Tranquillity could 
be established. | 7789015 

As His Majesty has, in Compliance with M. 
Otto's Wishes, authorized a proper Person to con- 
fer with him respecting the different Proposals for 
a Naval Armistice, it is unnecessary to add any 
Thing here on that Subject. This Step affords a 
new Proof of His Majesty's Dispositions to lend 
himself to every reasonable Facility which can con- 
tribute to a General Pacification, and every Part 
of His Majesty's Conduct will be found conforma- 
ble to those Dispositions. | PEE 


Downing-Street, Sept. 25, 1800. 


No. XXXVIL—NOTE. | 


LORD Grenville presents his Compliments to 
M. Otto, and has the Honor to acquaint him, that, 
| in 
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( 61 ) 
in Consequence of his Desire for an Opportunity of 


conversing with a Person of Confidence on the 


Part of this Government respecting the different 


Proposals which have been made as to the Conditi- 


ons of a Naval Armistice, His Majesty has been 
pleased to give Authority to Mr. Hammond to 


meet M. Otto for that Purpose. 
It is the sincere Wish of His Majesty's Govern- 
ment, that the Result of their Conversation on 


this Subject may tend to facilitate the great Work 


of a General Pacification on a solid and perma- 


nent Basis. NCC 


Lord Grenville requests M. Otto to be W 
of his ug Consideration. „ 


„ III. 


T0 Mr. Hammond. 
Drau deu, Sept: 1 24, 1800. 


„Sit, 


M. OTTO having been empowered hy the 
French Government to negociate a Convention for 
an Armistice between this Country and France, 
with a View to Negociations for General Peace ; 
and having expressed an earnest Desire to 
enter into verbal Explanations on this Subject 
with some Person properly authorized on His Ma- 
jesty's Part; the King, willing to omit nothing 
which can contribute to the great Work of restor- 
ing solid and permanent Tranquillity to Europe, 
has been pleased to make Choice of you for the 
Purpose of meeting M. Otto, and of receiving 

from 


EFF 
— — 


——— —y—ũ— eat, 


from him such nin unn as he may 


wish to make in Additiqn to what has already pas- 


sed in Writing, respecting the different Projets 
proposed on either Side for a Naval Ar mistice. 
This Letter will point to you the Reasons which 
induce. His Majesty to consider M. Otto's second 
Projet as unsatisfactory in all the material Points in 
which: it differs from the Counter- Projet prepared 
here by His Majesty's Command. 
. You will state to M. Otto His Majesty's Deci- 
sion in this Respect, and you will enter without 
Reserve into the Discussion of the Grounds on 
which it rests. His Majesty has no other Object 
in View in this Transaction than to contribute to 
the Restoration of General Peace. He is not un- 
willing for this Purpose to sacrifice some present 
Advantage, in the Opinion that by so doing he 
consults the permanent Interests of His People; 
but he can neither consent, at the Opening of a 
Negociation for Peace, to place himself in a Con- 
dition of Inferiority to His Enemies, such as the 
Result of the War in which he is engaged by no 
Means warrants ; nor does he think that the Ob- 
ject of Peace itself would be promoted or accele- 


rated by rendering the intermediate Situation of 


His Enemies, under Colour of an Armistice, such 
as they might be desirous to prolong, rather than 
to terminate it by any admissible Conditions of 
Peace. 

His Majesty sees, in the last Projet of the French 
Government, little Progress towards an Accommo- 
dation; it is indeed stated in M. Otto's Letter to 
me of the 218 Inst. that satisfactory Explanati- 
ons are there given on the two most important 


Points which had been insisted on by His Ma- 
jesty. 


The 
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The Admission of His Majesty's Allies to par- 
take in the same Terms of Armistice in which 
France claims to include her Allies, is indeed not 
only an important, but an indispensable Condition 
of any such Agreement; but there can be no 
Ground for representing this equal and necessary 
Arrangement as a Concession on the Part of France, 
rather than on the Part of His Majesty. And with 
respect to the other Point stated by M. Otto, (that 
which relates to the French Ships of War,) the 
Offer of France still falls very short both of the 
King's Demand, and of what would be necessary 
even to assimilate the Naval Armistice to that of 
the Continent. The Article in its present Shape is 
therefore so far from containing any Facility which 
could soften or remove the other Obstacles in the 
Way of an amicable Conclusſon of this Business, 
that it must still be regarded in Justice as an une- 
qual and inadmissible Claim on the Part of the 
King's Enemies. 3 

On other Points of no less Faportinke; the new 
Projet adheres to the former Demand, and even 
in one Instance brings forward a fresh Pretention 
which had not before been stated. | 

In examining in Detail the several Articles of 
the proposed Convention, some verbal Differences 
between the English Counter- Projet, and the se- 
cond French Projet, are not intended to be here 
adverted to. 

If the more important Points of the Negociation 
were satisfactorily adjusted, it would be necessary 
to make some Remarks on these, and possibly also 
to propose, for the Sake of Precision, a few verbal 
Alterations or Additions to the original Articles: 
But none of these appear likely 1a that Case to 


create any serious Difficulty. | 
I 2 [t 
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It might be sufficient to include under this Re- 
serve, the two Variations made 1 in the Preamble of 
the Convention. | 

But it may perhaps be more proper for you to 
state at this Time the following Observ ations re- 

ecting them, viz. 

1. That the Mention of the respective Allies, 
in the Form in which those Words are introduced 
into the French Preamble, seems to imply of Ne- 

cessity, not only that the Negotiations shall as is 
the King's Intention) be carried on with a View to 

2 General Peace alone, so as to include in the final 
pA all the Allies on both Sides, but also 
that those Allies should immediately be called upon 
to take Part by their Ministers in the proposed Ne- 
-gotiations : a Question which His Nhe con- 
ceives may more conveniently be reserved to fu- 
ture Discussion, instead of being prejudged by the 
Terms of any separate Agreement for an Armistice 
between Great Britain and France. 

2. The Expressions used in the French Projet 
respecting the Continental Armistice appear un- 
becoming towards the King's Allies, and cannot 
therefore be agreed to by His Majesty. 

3. The Word © Equivalent,” as there inserted, 
Seems to assume, as the Basis of the Naval Armi- 
stice, that Principle of full Compensation to which 
the King has already refused His Consent. 

It should in like manner be mentioned by you, 
that, in the first Article, the Omission of the Words 
oh Parker of seems to imply a more complete Sus- 
pension of the State of War between the two Powers 
than accords with the Nature of an Armistice, or is 
consistent with the Conditions (particularly those 
respecting the Transport of Naval and Military 
Stores) on which His Majesty judges it necessary 


for him to insist. 
In 


( 65): 
In the remaining Part of this Article very mate- 
rial Changes are made in the Conditions offered by 
. Majesty. These are, 

. The extending the Term of Notice for the 
8 of the Armistice, from fourteen n to 
one Month. 

2. The requiring that this Notice of one Month 
should in all Cases be given only in consequence of 


Orders from the respective Governments, and by 


the Commanding Officer of one Country to the 
Commanding Officer of the other, in in the diffe- 
rent Parts of the World respectively. 

3. The total Omission of the Clause by which 
the Continuance of the Naval Armistice was made 
to depend on that of the Continent. 

It is probable that the two first of these Altera- 
tions are principally proposed in the same View 
which led to the Omission of this last Clause; and 


the Effect of the whole would be, that if the Armi- 


stice with Austria should at any Period be termi- 
nated by France, His Majesty would still for some 
considerable Time be restrained from assisting his 


Ally. 
1 hs bare Statement of such a Condition. i is suffi- 


cient to shew that it never can be admitted by His 


Majesty, who is bound by the Spirit of his Engage- 


men's to assist his Ally immediately on the Renewal 


of Hostilities; and to whom no other Inducement 
has or could be offered for acceding to a Naval 
| Armistice, except that of preventing the Renewal of 
Hostilities on the Continent. 

The last Clause in the English Article must there- 
fore be absolutely insisted on, and no Variation can 
be admitted in the other Parts of it which shall be 
inconsistent with the Object of that Stipulation. 
The Term of fourteen Days is in fact longer 
than that which is provided in either of the two 


Conventions of Armistice in Italy and Germany, 


and 
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and appears fully sufficient for all the Purposes 
which such a Provision is fairly intended to answer; 
and as His Majesty enters into any Stipulation for 
Naval Armistice in the sole Hope of a speedy Con- 
clusion of the intended Negociations, he does not 
think proper to bind himself for so long a Period 
as a Month, should he have the Mortification of 
finding that his Enemies refuse to adopt those 
Principles of Negociation on which alone he judges 
that permanent Tranquillity can be restored to 
Europe. | | 
The French Government has in all its Communi- 
| cations expressed the same Hope and Desire for the 
fl speedy Conclusion of Peace, and has even professed 
5 an Anxiety to render this Object more peculiarly 
interesting to His Majesty. There can therefore be 
no reason to wish on either Side that the Term of 
Notice should be prolonged so much beyond the 
Necessity of the Case. 
The third Article of the Counter- Projet was 
drawn with a Reference to the corresponding Arti- 
cles in the Preliminaries of Peace in 1703 and 1783, 
from which it differs only by the more explicit 
Statement of that which 1s understood to have been 
the established Practice of the Courts of Admiralty 
on both Sides with respect to such Ships of War as 
Should have made any Prizes after having actually 
received Notice of the Cessation of Hostilities. 

The Addition to this Article proposed in the 
French Projet is objectionable ; 

First, Because there seems to be no Necessity 
for explaining the general Effect of a Stipulation 
which has in the Practice of the two last Negotia- 
tions for Peace been found sufficiently distinct, and 

has fully answered the Purpose intended by it. FF: 
1 Secondly; Because the Explanation there given a 
4 is not a just Conclusion from the Premises. It is | 


indeed true, that by the Eftect of this Article Ships 
n clearing 
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clearing out directly from Great Britain or France 
might immediately after the Exchange of the Rati- 
fications sail in full Security, because they might 
carry out with them Notice of the Armistice ; but 
the same Thing would not be true of Ships in other 
Parts of the World, as these (under the express 
Terms of this Article) could. not be entitled to Re- 
stitution if captured, unless Proof were given that 
actual Notice of the Armistice had been received 
by their Captors, or unless the Period assigned by 
this Article for the Part of the World where the 
Capture took place had expired before the actual 
Capture. 

3. The Expression of navigating freely as before 
the War might be construed to extend to the Ad- 
mission of the Ships of one Country into the Ports 
of the other respectively; to which, for obvious 
Reasons, the King would not think proper to agree. 
And these Words are besides inconsistent both with 
the Stipulations on which His Majesty thinks it ne- 
cessary to insist respect ing the Transport of Troops 
and of Naval and Military Stores, and even wil 
those which France proposes as to the blockaded 
Places. 

The fourth Article of the. French Projet still 
maintains the Contradiction of professing to asst- 
milate the blockaded Places to those of Germany, 
and of applying to them at the same Time Condi- 
tions which are the very Reverse of those adopted 
in the German Armistice. 

The Manner in which that Armistice is spoken 
of in this Article affords another Instance of Ex- 
pressions unnecessarily and improperly offensive to 
the King's Allies. 


There seems no Reason for altering this Paragraph 


of the Counter-Projet, which is perfectly distinct, 
and conveys no Implication injurious to either 


Party, 
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The King cannot agree that 10,000 Rations per 
Diem shall be assumed as the Consumption of 
Malta. If the Fact be so, it will appear to the 
Commissaries who will be named for that Purpose, 
in Conformity to those Stipulations of the German 
Armistice to which France professes the Intention 
of assimilating this Article. 5 
But a still more material Objection arises to the 
Proposal respecting Egypt. 

If the Situation of the French Army in that 
Country were to become Matter of Discussion be- 
tween the two Governments, His Majesty and his 
Allies have a Right, on every Principle of good 
Faith as practised between civilized Nations, to re- 
quire that the French should evacuate Egypt on 
the Terms stipulated in the Convention of El Arish ; 
those Stipulations having been ratified both by the 
Turkish Government and by the French Command- 
ing Officer; and His Majesty having also instructed 
his Admiral commanding in those Seas to accede to 
them as soon as they were known here. This De- 
mand would be made with the more Reason, because 
even subsequent to the Recommencement of Hosti- 
lities in Egypt, (under Circumstances to which His 
Majesty forbears to advert,) an Official Engage- 
ment was entered into by General Kléber in his 
Letter to the Kaimakan, dated the 10th April 1800, 
by which that General, then commanding in Chief 
the French army in Egypt, and consequently pos- 
sessing full Powers to bind his Government in this 
Respect, formally undertook that the Convention of 
El Arish should be executed so soon as the King's 
Acquiescence in it should be notified to him. 
But when, instead of performing this Engage- 

ment, the French Government, under a Pretence 
of assimilating Egypt to the blockaded Places of 
Germany, requires that six Frigates shall carry 


thither, without Molestation or Search, and even 
under 
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66900 
under. the open Protection of a British Officer, 
whatever Articles the French Garrisons there may 


be most in need of, it is natural to ask by what 
Article in the German Armistice Ulm or Ingolstadt 


are to receive in covered Waggons as many Troops, 
as much Provisions, and as great a Quantity of 


every Species of Arms, Ammunition and Stores, 


as might be conveyed to Egypt in six French 
Frigates? And this Comparison is still more stri- 
king, when it is considered that by the German 
Armistice the blockaded Places ate expressly re- 
strained from receiving, during the Armistice, any 
Thing which can supply additional Means of De- 
fence: And on the other Hand, that the Propo- 
sals for the Evacuation of Egypt originated on the 
Part of the French themselves, who now desire to 
avail themselves of the Benefit of an Armistice.to 
strengthen that very Position which by an Agree- 
ment made in consequence of their own Request, 


they, have actually engaged to abandon. 


This Part. of the French Article 7 therefore 
wholly inadmissible. It contains a Pretension un- 
just in itself, injurious to His Majesty's Interest, 
and repugnant both to the general Principle of the. 


Negotiation, and to that which is specified in the 


very Beginning of the Article itself: And it im- 
plies a Breach of Faith on His Majesty's Part to- 
wards an Als to whom he is bound, by a solemn 
Treaty. 

Besides all these . His Majesty has 


no Power to restrain; by such an Engagement as 


is here proposed, the Ships of the Ottoman Porte 
from resisting the Admission of this Supply into 
Egypt, unless his Ally had acceded to the Armis- 
tice, which if it be concluded on such Terms as 
these, there can be no Reason to expect. 
The Manner in which this particular Subject of 
Egy Pt is spoken of both in the Project and in M. 
K Otto's 
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Otto's Note of the 16th Instant, makes it neces- 
sary that you should distinctly declare that the 
Offer which was contained in the Counter-Projet 
goes in this Respect to the very utmost Extent that 
His Majesty's Regard for the Interests of his Sub- 
jects can admit of. And His Majesty is confident 
that no Want of Conciliation can justly be impu- 
ted to him on Account of his having at once 
brought forward explicitly and without Reserve the 
Whole of those Concessions which 1 it appeared pos- 
sible for him to make. 

This Observation applies equally to the remain- 

Articles of the Frojet. 

In the fifth Article His Majesty finds himself 
obliged to insist that the Freedom of Navigation 
there stipulated for on the Part of his Enemies 
shall not be extended to the Transport of Troops 
or of Naval and Military Stores. The Justice of 
this Exception and its Necessity are too obvious to 
require any farther Explanations in Addition to 
those contained in the Official Notes; and it fol- 
lows as a Consequence of this Principle, a as well as 
from the Nature of the Subject itself, that the Re- 
striction as to the sailing of Ships of War would 
be wholly illusory, were it, as now proposed, rer 

fined to Ships of the Line only. 

It would indeed, neither be indifferent in Price 
tice nor just in Principle, that France should be 
enabled during the Armistice to change the Stati- 
ons of all het Frigates; but when 1t is considered 
how much it is the Usage of the French Marine 
to employ those Vessels for the Transport of Troops 
and Military Stores, the two Parts of this Article 
become so blended with each other that they can- 
not be separated, and His Majesty cannot depart from 
the latter without equally abandoning the former. 

The Naval Supply of the Articles which are 
here | in question, is indeed stated in one of M. 
Otto's 


TE 


Otto's Notes to be a Point of small Moment to 
France. If it be so, she can with less Reason 1n- 


sist on a Point which can in this Case only be in- 


sisted on with a View to affect those general Princi- 
ples which are connected with all the most impor- 
tant Maritime Interests of Great Britain. 

The sixth Article contains a new Demand on the 
Part of France, superadded to all the Pretensions 
advanced in her first Projet. It rests on no just 
or equitable Principle; for while France would re- 
strain His Majesty from strengthening by the Ad- 
dition of more Troops the Forces of his Allies in 
Italy, she reserves the Power of augmenting her 
own Armies there, or of assisting her Allies else- 
where, precisely as it may suit her future Plans of 
Operations. 

The French Government now possesses, de Fac- 
to, no Means to prevent the Transport of His Ma- 
jesty's Troops by Sea; and it is not reasonable that 
it should acquire the Right of doing so by the 
Terms of an Armistice which conveys to His Ma- 
jesty no fresh Means of impeding the future Opera- 
tions of his Enemies beyond those which are al- 
ready in his Power, but which even concedes to 
them considerable Advantages of which they are 
not now in Possession. 

It remains only to speak of the Ala made 
in that Article which regards the Allies on both 
Sides. 

His Majesty 8 Objections to the Form proposed 
on the Part of France for this Article were detailed 
in my Answer to the first Projet. 

If France considers her Allies in the Light of in- 
dependent Powers, and is in the future Negotia- 


tions to treat on that Footing respecting her own 


Interests and theirs, it is necessary that this Prin- 
ciple should equally be adhered to in the prelimi- 


nary Arrangements which precede the Negotiation. 
K 2 It 
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It has not appeared to His Majesty by the Commu- 
nication of any regular or official Act, that the 
French Government has any Authority to treat in 
this Respect for Spain or Holland. His Majesty, 
on his Side, has received no such Authority from 
his Allies; and it would be inconsistent with good 
Faith were he, without such Authority, to en- 
gage in their Name for an Armistice with France in 
any other Form than that which is usual in such 
Cases; namely, that they shall be at Liberty to 
accede to the Convention if they think fit. In 
that Form His Majesty is ready to admit the Arti- 
cle as with Respect to the Allies of France, and in 
that Form only can he agree to include his own Al- 
lies in this Engagement. 

If the Article were concluded in the T erms now 
proposed by France, His Majesty would be bound 
by the Obligations of good Faith to observe the 
Armistice towards Spain and Holland, while on the 
other Hand he could have no reciprocal Claim on 
those Powers, grounded either in Justice or in the 
Law or Practice of Nations. Nor could he re- 
quire the Restitution even of a single Merchant 
— * captured by a Spanish or Dutch Ship of 

ar 
Those Powers, if regarded by France as Inde- 
pendent, cannot be bound by her Act; and must 
be admitted as Contracting Parties acceding by a 
regular Diplomatic Transaction to the Terms of the 
Armistice, before they can be considered as under 
any Obligation to fulfil those Terms. 

These Considerations are indeed so obvious, that 
it is not easy to imagine in what View the French 
Gorexnment has proposed to alter the Article from 
the Form in which His Majesty had offered to con- 
sent to It, 

I have now only to add, that should the Armis— 
tice be concluded, His Majesty would think it ne- 
cessary 
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cessary, for the Purpose of accelerating the Ne- 
gotiation, (an Object of which the French Go- 
vernment has declared itself to be also very desi- 
rous,) to limit à Period for its Continuance beyond 
which it would not be His Majesty's Intention, nor 
would it be consistent with the essential Interests of 
his Dominions to extend it. 


The Power of doing this will be reserved to ei- 


ther Party by the Terms of the Convention. Nor 
does this Power result only from the Articles as 


here proposed: It is equally reserved to both Par- 


ties by the Effect of the present French Projet; 
and there 1s, therefore, no Necessity for specify- 
ing in the Convention itself either His Majesty's 
Intention in this Respect, or (still less) the precise 
Period of such Limitation. 

But it may appear on His Majesty's Part more 

consistent with that Openness which His Majesty 
is desirous to observe in this whole Transat ion, 
that you should express this Intention to M. Otto 
in this Stage of the Business, reserving to a sub— 
sequent Period the formal Notification to be duly 
made in His Majesty's Name, agreeably to the 
Terms of the Convention. 
You are at Liberty to communicate to M. Otto 
in the Course of your Discussions the Whole or 
any Part of this Letter, and to allow him to take 
either a Copy or such Extracts from it as he may 
wish, 


(Signed) GREN VILLE. 
Mr. Hammond. 
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No. XXXIX. 
MY LORD, | | 


I HAVE the Honor to inform your Lordship 
that, in Obedience to His Majesty's Commands 
signified to me in your Lordship's Letter of Yester- 
day, I have this Morning had a Conference with 
M. Otto on the Subject of the proposed Armistice 
between Great Britain and France. 

Having suggested to M. Otto whether it might 
not tend to facilitate the Discussion, that we should 
read over the Counter-Projet transmitted by your 
Lordship to him on the 7th of this Month, and the 
Projet delivered by him on the 21st in Answer to 
it; and that I should state to him, from the In- 
structions which I had received from your Lordship, 
the Objections on the Part of His Majesty's Go- 
vernment to the several Articles of that Projet; and 
M. Otto having acquiesced in this Suggestion, we 
pursued regularly this Course of proceeding. 

As it does not appear necessary that I should en- 
ter into any Detail of the Conversation which took 
place between us on those Paris of the Projet which 
M. Otto conceived that the French Government 
would relinquish, it will be sufficient for me to ob- 
serve on this Part of the Subject, 

ist, That M. Otto conceived that che French 
Government would, in forming a. regular Conven- 
tion for an Armistice, have no Objection to adopt- 
ing the Preamble in the Counter-Projet instead of 
that which was proposed in the French Projet. 

2dly, 
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2dly, That concurring in the Opinion that the 
Phrase in the 4th Article,“ Appellee 4 a jouir du BE- 
nefice de P Arnustice Continental,” might be (for the 
same Reasons which applied to particular Passages 
of the Preamble) liable to a Construction offensive 
to His Majesty's Allies, he doubted not that the 
French Government would consent to omit that 
Phrase in the 4th Article. ; 

Zdly, That he doubted not. that the French Go- 
vernment would have no difficulty in agreeing to 
omit the concluding. Clause of the 3d Article, from 
the Words d'ox il resulte, to the End. 

With respect to the Clause in the Ist Article of 
the Counter-Projet, by which the Duration of the 
Naval Armistice is made to depend on the Continu— 
ance of the Continental, Armistice, M. Otto con- 
ceived that, by allowing the Officers commanding 
the British Forces to recommence Hostilities as soon 
as the Cessation of the Continental Armistice should 
be. signified to them, too great a Latitude was left 
to their Discretion; and that it therefore seemed 
most adviseable that, in that Event, the Cessation 
of the Naval, Armistice should be signified from 
Government to Government, as would be the Case 
whenever, forany Reason, either Great Britain or 
France might think it for their Interest that the 
Naval Armistice should cease. But upon my re— 


presentation of the Advantages which France, on 


the one Hand, would derive from her local Position 
and the Facility. of collecting its Forces on any 
Punt which it might determine to attack, and the 
Delay, on the other, which would necessarily occur 
in the Receipt of the Intelligence in England of the 
Rupture of the Armistice in any distant Part of the 
Territory of her Allies, M. Otto agreed to refer 
this ai to. future Consideration. 

| | y 7 We 
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We then proceeded to the 4th and 5th Articles; 
on which M. Otto remarked, that they contained 
the only Points to which his Government attached 
much Importance; and, such wete its Sentiments 
respecting them, that he conceived that it would 
not consent to any Armistice of which they did not 
form a part. With respect to the Calculation of 
the Provisions for Malta at the Rate of 10,000 Ra. 
tions per Diem, M. Otto did not specify any Data 
on which that Calculation was founded, but re- 
marked briefly, that the Quantity of Rations was 
not to be exactly apportioned to the precise Return 
of the Garrison, but that a certain Number of Ra- 
tions, in Proportion to their respective Ranks, was 
to be allowed to the General and Staff Officers; and 
that although a considerable Number of the Inha- 
bitants had been sent from the Forts occupied by 
the French Troops, there still remained ry for 
whose Wants Provision was to be made. He was 
however of Opinion that there might not be much 
difficulty in arranging this Point in the Manner 
proposed in the Counter- Projet, founded on the 
Stipulations in the German Armistice relative to 
Ulm and Ingolstadt. 59 0 
On the Subject of that Part of the Fourth ates 
of the French Projet, which requires that six Fri- 
gates should be allowed to sail from Toulon for 
Egypt, and be exempted from Search, M. Otto 
read to me Part of a Dispatch from M. Talleyrand, 
expressive of the Interest which the whole French 
Nation takes in that Part of the Army now in 
Egypt, and assigning the Desire of contributing to 
the Comfort and Security of that Army as the prin- 
dipal Inducement to the Conclusion of the Armis- 
tice on the Part of the French Government. M. 
Otto added, that he would not conceal' from me 
that the Reinforcement which France intended to 
send 
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a to Egypt amounted to 1200 men, and that 


the Supply of Military Stores consisted chiefly of 


10,000 Muskets. The Language of M. Otto in 
this Part of our Conversation, and of M. Talley- 
rand's Letter, appeared to me to be so decisive and 
peremptory, that I was induced to inquire of him 
distinctly, whether I was to understand that this 
Stipulation was a Point from which the French 
Government would not recede? M. Otto replied, 
that, in his Opinion, the French Government 
would not recede from it. 

On my adverting to the Variation in the 5th Ar- 


ticle between the Counter-Projet and the French 


Projet, by which the latter stipulates, that the 
French Frigates and smaller Ships of War should 
be allowed freely to sail from and return to the 
Ports of France which have hitherto been in a State 
of Blockade, M. Otto remarked, that the Motive 
which induced the French Government to insist on 
this Clause was the Desire of opening a secure 
Mode of Communication between France and her 
distant Possessions. To this Insinuation J replied, 
that if such was the sole Object which France had 


in view, it might be as effectually attained by the 


employment of unarmed Vessels as of Ships of War. 
M. Otto did not appear desirous of urging this 
Point much farther, but concluded this Part of the 
Conversation by expressing his Conviction, that 
the French Government would insist upon this 
Point, and considered itself as having gone ro the 
utmost extent of Sacrifice which could with Justice 
be required from it, in consenting that the Ships of 
the Line should not alter their Position. With re- 
spect to that Part of the Counter-Projet which re- 
strains the Conveyance by Sea of Naval and Mili- 
tary Stores, M. Otto is of Opinion that the French 
Government would agree to that Restriction. 
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The 6th Article in the French Projet, although 
entirely new, was not considered by M. Otto as 
likely to be insisted upon by his Government; but 
he declined giving any positive Opinion to that 
Effect, until he had had farther Time for the Con- 
sideration of its Tendency. 5 
M. Otto's principal Objection to the Form in 
which the Article marked 6 in the Counter-Projet is 


worded, was founded on an Opinion, that unless 


Great Britain and France assumed the Right of in- 
cluding their respective Allies in the Naval Armis- 
tice, without waiting for their express Concurrence 
in it, much Delay would necessarily arise, and the 
two Powers (Great Britain and France) might be 
involved in fresh Hostilities in consequence of either 
of them deeming it expedient to attack the Allies 
of the other. IIe afterwards intimated a Persuasion, 
that the Article might be amended by inserting a 
Clause which should fix a specific Period in which 
the Allies of Great Britain or France should signify, 
their Accession to or Dissent from the Naval Ar- 
mistice. | 

Towards the Close of our Conversation, M. Otto 
acquainted me that he would state to me in Writ- 
ing the Objections to the Counter-Projet which he 
had received from your Lordship, and his Observa- 
tions on the Objections that had been made by me 
to the Projet which he had delivered. 

I have now endeavoured to give your Lordship a 
faithful Account of the Substance of my Conterence 
with M. Otto. The very ample Instructions with. 


which I was provided, and which (as I have men- 


tioned in the Beginning of this Letter) I read to 
Mr. Otto, precluded me from adding many Obser- 
vations; and as I have promised to communicate 


to that Gentleman Extracts of such Part of my In- 


structions as relate to the 4th and 5th Articles, the 


two essential Subjects of Difference between us, - 
| WI 
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will have the Means of retracing in his Recollection 
the precise Grounds of the Objections to his Pro- 


8 


posal which have occurred to His Majesty's Go- 


vernment. 
Before Þ conclude this Letter, I cannot avoid 


mentioning, that in the Course of our Conversation, 
M. Otto threw out the most pointed Assertions of 


the Determination of France, in the Event of the 


Naval Armistice not being concluded, to pursue 
the Course of her Victories in Germany and in 
Italy, and of the Facilities that the Conquest of 
Naples and Sicily (Events which he regarded as 
speedy and inevitable) would afford to the French 
Government of obtaining by Force those Objects 
relative to Egypt and Malta which it had expected 
to acquire through the Naval Armistice. Of these 
Assertions, though frequently repeated, I judged it 
proper to take no Notice, but to recall his Attention 
to the Subject immediately under Discussion. 


I have the Honor to be, &c. 


GEO. HAMMOND. 


Y 


The Right IIon. Lord Grenville. 


No. XL. 


Hereford-street, 4 FVendemaire, Year g. 
(Sept. 26, 1800.) | 


Sir, 


I LOSE no Time in sending you the Substance 
of the Observations which I had the Honor of 
making to you upon the principal contested Points; 
I most sincerely wish that your Ministry may think 
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them sati factory. I beg of you, at the same Time, 
to have the Goodness to address to me, as was 
agreed upon between us, a Copy of the Reasonings 
to which these Observations are in Answer. 


I have the Honor, &c. 
(Signed) ro. 
Mr. Hammond. 
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No. XII. 


CITIZEN Otto having observed, in the Re- 
marks made to him by Mr. Hammond, three Points 
only which appear to him to be really of a Nature 
to retard the Conclusion of the proposed Armistice, 
reserved them for future — and an 
Answer in Writing. 

After having maturely reflected upon the Object 
of the Maritime Truce, upon the actual Position 
of France and of her Enemies, upon the Influence 
which this Negociation must have with regard to 
a general Pacificztion, he feels it his Duty to make 
the following Observations upon the disputed 
1 

. The fourth Article in granting 10,000 Ra- 

* per Diem to the Garrison of Malta, has not 
only in View the effective Troops of the Republic, 
but all the Persons attached to the Garrison, and 
even the Inhabitants of the Place. The Citizen 
Otto does not think that it is possible to diminish | 
that Quantity ; nevertheless, in order to remove, as 
much as possible, the Objection which has been 
Stated to him, and to accommodate himself as much 
as * to the Manner in which the Subject is 
yiewed 


( 81 ) 
viewed by the English Government, he consents 
to limit that Estimate to the first Month, a Period 
necessary to afford to the respective Commissaries, 
the Means of agreeing upon the Amount which 


may be necessary for the Support of the Garrison of 
the Place. 


The second Point contained in the 4th Article, 


respecting the Liberty of dispatching six Frigates 
to Egypt, appears to have given still more Unea- 
siness than the preceding one, and has given Rise 
to a more animated Discussion. Upon this Subject 
Citizen Otto cannot avoid again remarking, that, if 
the French Government proposed to assimilate the 
Places in Egypt to those of Ulm and Ingolstadt, it 
could only do so, and has in Truth only done so, 
from the Analogy that there is between these Places 
with respect to the Blockade; for, in every other 
Respect, the Comparison is inexact; in fact, 
1 is ignorant that the Places of Egypt are 

like Ulm and Ingolstadt, in Want of being 


3 since they cannot be prevented from 


drawing from the surrounding Countries all the 
Subsistence they require; that, besides, those 
Places are not blockaded in such a Manner as to 
make it probable that they should fall into the 
Hands of the Enemies. By that Comparison there- 
fore it could only be meant that there should be 
granted to the Places blockaded by the Forces of 
the Enemies, Advantages analogous to those which 
have been granted to the Places in Germany, which 
Advantages can only be ascertained by the special 
Stipulations of the Convention which it is proposed 
to conclude. The free Passage of six Frigates 
cannot add any considerable Strength to the Army 


of Egypt; it will only serve to prove to that Army 


that the French Goverament takes an Interest in its 
Fate, until it shall be definitively settled by a Treaty 


of 
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of Peace. In reviewing the Circumstances which 

have followed the Capitulation signed by Sir Syd- 
ney Smith, Citizen Otto cannot perceive the Im- 
propriety of such an Arrangement, relatively to 
the Porte, and he sees with Regret that the Ob- 
servations made to him by Mr. Hammond, do not 
offer any adequate Motive for relinquishing that 
Demand ; the Acquiescence in which can alone 
establish any Kind of Analogy between the Places 
of Egypt and those of Ulm and Ingolstadt. 

2, The fifth Article of the new Projet differs in 
several Respects from that of the Counter-Projet of 
the British Ministry; but it differs much more still 
from the first Projet which Citizen Otto had the 
Honor of presenting, inasmuch as it admits that no 
Ship of the Line now at Anchor in the Ports of Brest 
and Toulon, shall go out thereof during the Conti- 
nuance of the Armistice. The French Govern- 
ment is of Opinion that this Concession, and more 
especially in the present Season, goes as far as it 
can go, and that by admitting that no armed Vessel 
should go out of the said Ports, they would leave 
those Ports really in the same State in which they 
are at present; indeed, in a State even less favou- 
rable, since the Time is perhaps not far off when 
the British Forces will not prevent those Vesse]s 
from going out. All that Citizen Otto can con- 
cede, with regard to this Article, is, that no Naval 
Stores shall be imported by Sea into the Ports of 
Toulon and Brest; but he must insist upon the 
free Egress of Frigates and Sloops. If this Con- 
eession gives to France the Advantage of an effec- 
tual Communication with her Colonies, it is an 
Equivalent to that derived from this Armistice to 
the Commerce of England; which, under the Pro- 
tect ion of this Convention, can extend itself to all 
Parts of the World, without being molested by 
French Privateers. 
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That, besides, if a Reference were made to the 
Comparison between the Continental Armistice and 
the Maritime Truce, that Comparison would be 
found to be entirely to the Disad vantage of France. 
Upon the Continent, the French and Austrian Ar- 


mies reciprocally enjoy the same Liberty of taking, 


within the Line of Demarcation, those Positions 
which appear most advantageous to them: By the 
Maritime Armistice, on the contrary, England 
preserves alone the Right of disposing of her 
Squadrons, whilst the French Ships of the Line 
remain in their Ports, and cannot enter into any 
hostile Combination against Great Britain. 

3. The sixth Article of the new Projet, re- 
specting the English Troops which may be al- 
lowed to land in Italy, has been considered as a 
new Pretension on the Part of France, since she 
had made no Mention of it in her first Projet; but 
this Pretension (if it can be called so) is only the 
natural Consequence of a Concession alike new, 
made by France, in offering to include in tie Ar- 
mistice the Allies of Great Britain.—lt would in- 
deed be impossible to allow the King of Naples to 
enjoy Advantages from this Truce, and to leave 
him also the Power of re-inforcing and of prepar- 
ing fresh Means of Attack against the Republic. 

Citizen Otto confines himself to these Observa- 
tions, which he deems of most Importance. Other 
Objections which have been made, and which 1n 
great Measure relate to the Form of drawing up 
the proposed Convention, might be easily ob- 
viated. | 
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No. XLII NOTE. 


Downing-Street, Sept. 26, 1800. 
MR. HAMMOND is directed to acquaint 


M. Otto that the Observations contained in his 


Note this Day, received by Mr. Hammond, have 
been laid before His Majesty's Government. 
The King's Servants regret that M. Otto's In- 


structions are not sufficiently extensive to enable 


him to furnish the Means of Accommodation on 
those Points which prevent the Conclusion of a 


Naval Armistice. 
The only Object which His Majesty has had in 


View in this Discussion has been repeatedly stated, 


as well as those Considerations which appear to him 


- necessarily to limit the Extent of the Concessions 


which it is possible for him to make in this Re- 
spe ct. 

It is not conceived that any es can arise 
from a new Statement of the same Topics, especially 
as it is not doubted that M. Otto in his Report of 
the different Arguments stated by Mr. Hammond 
in their Conference, will bring them in the fullest 
Manner under the Consideration of his Govern- 
ment. In offering these Concessions, His Majesty 
has given a strong Proof of his Willingness to 
make a considerable Sacrifice of the particular 
Interests of this Country in order to facilitate those 
Negotiations for General Peace in which he has 
expressed his Readiness to concur. He still per- 
severes in the same Dispositions, and will be willing 
to join in any proper Steps to be taken for that 


Purpose. 


M. Otto. 


No. 
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No. XLIII. 


Hereford S. reet, 6 Vendemiire. 
Sir; 


I HAVE received this Note, which you did me 
the Honor to address to me on the 26th, and I lost 
no Time in forwarding the Contents to my Govern- 
ment; and also the Observations contained in 
the Piece which I have now the Honor to return 
inclosed. A 

His Majesty's Ministry has done Justice to my 
Intentions, in being persuaded that I would send 
to France a detailed and exact Account of the 
Conversation which I had the Honor of having 
with you. I have done every Thing in my Power 
to make the First Consul acquainted with the 


whole Extent of the Observations which you were 


directed to communicate to me. 

Whatever may be the Result of this Attempt of 
the two Governments to re-establish the general 
Tranquillity of Europe, I ought to congratulate 
myself for having been, to the Ministry of His 
Majesty, the Organ of the pacific Dispositions of 
France; and for having been charged' to transmit 
to my Government the Assurance of the equally 
conciliatory Dispositions of His Majesty. I have 
the Honor to be with the highest Consideration. 


(Signed) OTTO. 


1 


_ To Mr. Hammond, 
Under Secretary of State. 
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No. XLIV. 


Here ford.- Street, 14 Velidemiaire, Pear g. 
Sir, (Oct. 6, 1800.) 


Mr. GEORGE not being yet returned, I have 
the Honor to address myself directly to you, to 
request that you will meet me in Park-Place, or 
in any other Place which you shall think proper 
to appoint. I have the Honor to be, &c. 


. (Signed) OTTO. 
Mr. Hammond. : 


—— — 


No. XLV. 
or, Downing-Street, Oct. 8, 1800. 
IN endeavouring to make, for the Information 


of His Majesty's Ministers, as accurate a Repre- 


sentation as I could of the Purport of the Commu- 
nication which you Yesterday made to me verbally, 
I have felt so much Anxiety lest, in an Affair of 


such Importance, there should be any Mis-state- 


ment on my Part of what you said, that I cannot 


help expressing to you my earnest Desire that you 


would send me a written Minute of the Substance 


of this Answer in the same Manner as has been done 


in all the other Stages of this Discussion. 
I have the Honor to be, &c. 


(Signed) GEO. HAMMOND. 
M. Otto. | | 


No. 


. 
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„ No. XLVI. 


Hereford-Street, 16 Yendemiaire, Year 9. 
Sir, , „ 


I HAV received the Letter which you did me 
the Honor to address to me this Morning, re- 
questing that I would acquaint you in Writing 
with the Substance of the Communication which I 
have been directed to make to you, the Import- 
ance of the Object to which it relates rendering 
8 apprehensi ve lest you should not completely 

ave seized the Meaning of the Communication, 
I hasten therefore to transmit the Substance of it 
to you. „ | | 

The last Notes which were exchanged, and se- 
veral important Events, which have completely 
changed the Basis upon which the proposed Ar- 
mistice was to have been established, having put 
an End to the Negotiation on Foot, I had the 
Honor to inform you, that notwithstanding the 
Circumstances which are opposed to the Conclu- 
sion of a Maritime Truce, the First Consul is in- 
variably disposed to receive any Overtures relative 
to a separate Negotiation between France and Great 
Britain, and that the Mode of such Overtures en- 
tirely depends upon the Option of His Majesty: 
That when the King shall think proper to send for 
that Purpose a Plenipotentiary to Paris, I am au- 
thorized not only to consent to it but to deliver to 
him the necessary Passport.— That if on the con- 
trary His Majesty should prefer that the prelimt- 
nary Negotiations should be begun at London, 
M 2 special 
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special Powers will bea sent to me for that Purpose. 
J have the Honor, &c. 
(Signed) OTTO. 


M, Hammond. 
No. XLVII. 8 
Sir, Douninę- Street, 08. 9, 1800. 


I HAVE the Honor to acknowledge the Receipt | 
of your Letter of Yesterday's Date; and I am di- 
rected in return to acquaint you, | 
That His Majesty Government katy agrees 
in the Opinion there expressed, that all further 
Discussion of the Terms of a Naval Armistice 
would be superfluous, as the only Object which it 
was proposed to His Majesty to secure by such an 
Arrangement has in the mean Time been made 
the Ground of teparate Sacrifices * from 
his Ally. | 

With Respect to the Proposal of opening Nego- 
riations for a separate Peace, His Majesty, retaining, 

always the sincere Desire which he has uniformly 
expressed for the Restoration of General Tranquil- 
lity in Europe, must at the same Time renew his 
former Declarations of an invariable Determina— 
tion to execute with Punctuality and good Faith 
his Engagements with his Allies; and must there— 
fore steadily decline to enter into any Measures 
tending to separate his Interests from those of the 
Powers who shall continue to make Common 
Cause with him in the Prosecution of * War. 

liam, & cc. 


(Signed) GEO. HAMMOND. 
M. Otto. 85 
APPENDIX 
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Extract of a Note from Baron Thugut to M. Talleyrand, 
dated Vienna, the 11th of August 1800. 1 


THE Emperor has ordered me, Sir, to convey to the First 
Consul, through your Channel, the Invitation for the im- 
mediate Meeting of the respective Plenipotentiaries, who 
with good Faith and Zeal are occupied in concerting, with 
as little Delay as possible, the Means of re-establishing ge- 
neral e e after which suffering Europe has long 
sighed in vain; His Majesty flatters himself, that through 
that Measure his pacific Wishes will be speedily accom- 
phshed with the more Certainty, because the King of Great 
Britain, his Ally, has just caused it to be declared to him 
that he is ready, on his Part, to concur in the same Nego- 
tiations, as it appears by the enclosed Copy of the Official 
Note delivered here by Lord Minto, His Britannic Ma- 
jesty's Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary. 
It only remains therefore to agree upon the Place at which 
the Plenipotentiaries shall meet, which will doubtless be 
easily settled. In order to facilitate the Intercourse of the 
Plenipotentiaries with their respective Governments, His 
Majesty thinks that it would be adviseable to give the Pre- 
ference to some Place nearly central, such as Schelstat, 
Luneville, &c. or some other with Respect to which, in 
order to save Time, the French Government might come 
to an Understanding directly with the British Government. 
According to the Declaration which, by His Majesty's ex- 
press Order, I have now the Honor to transmit to your 
Excellency, and according to the equally pacific Disposi- 
tions which his Britannic Majesty has testified, it will hence- 
forward depend upon the French Government alone to ac- 
celerate the happy Moment of the Restoration of Repose 
to Europe so cruelly mangled by a destructive War. 


(Signed) Baron de THUGUT, 


M. Talleyrand. 
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THE Undersigned, His Britannic Majesty's Envoy Ex- 
traordinary and Minicter Plenipotentiary, did not fail to 
transmit to his Court all the Communications which have 
been made to him by the Emperor's Direction, by his Ex- 
cellency Baron Thugut, relative to the Correspondence 
which has taken place hetween His Majesty the Emperor 
and the French Government respecting Overtures for Peace. 
The Undersigned has in consequence been directed to inti- 
mate the Satisfaction which His Majesty has receiyed from 
this Mark of Confidence on the Part of his Imperial and 
Royal Majesty. The Undersigned does not delay, after the 
Authority which he has just received, to declare that His 
Britannic Majesty, desirous at all Times of giving to the 
Emperor and to all Europe the clearest Proofs of His perfect 
and cordial Union with His Imperial and Royal Majesty, 
and of the Value which he attaches to the constant Preser- 
vation of the intimate Concert and Friendship Which are 50 
happily established between their Crowns and their Subjects, 
is. disposed to concur with Austria in the Negotiations which 
may take place for a general Pacification, and to send his 
Plenipotentiaries to treat for Peace in Concert with His Im- 
perial and Royal Majesty, as soon as the Intention of the 
French Government to enter into a Negotiation with His 
Britannic Majesty shall be known to him. NOR 
The Undersigned eagerly sees this Occasion of renew- 
ing to his Excellency the Assurance of his most distinguished 


Consideration. 


(Signed) MINTOQ. 


Vienna, Avg, 9, 1800. 


9 

General Kléber, Commander in Chief of the French Army 

in Egypt, to his Excellency the Kaimakan of the Sublime 

Porte, Illustrioug amongst the Great, the et and 

the Wise, may God grant to him a long Life full of 
Glory and of . . 5 1 

| Health and Friendship. 
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. YOUR Excellency has, without Doubt, been informed of 
the Progress and Result of the Negociations which I had 
concluded with his Highness the Supreme Vizir Y oussef 
Pacha; and according to the Assurances to that Effect 

| Which I have received from Persons of Distinction of your 

Nation, I have Reason to think, that the Treaty of El- 

 Arish has obtained the Approbation of His Majesty the Em- 
peror Selim the Second. _ 6 

Several Articles of this Treaty had already been executed, 

and the French Army in particular was Githfully fulfilling 
its Engagements. e 
I was upon the Point of evacuating Cairo, when I re- 
ceived from Lord Keith, Commander in Chief of the 
English Fleet in the Mediterranean, a Letter which excited 
the Surprize, and, above all, the Indignation of all the 
French. 1 herewith annex a Copy of it: This Paper, 
which evinces the most perfect Ignorance of my Situation, 
and the Neglect of every Thing due to Allies, rendered illu- 
sory not only the Convention of El-Arish, but also of every 

Kind of Treaty which I might thenceforward conclude with 

the Sublime Porte. With regard to the injurious Conditions 
contained in that Letter, your Excellency will readily per- / 
ceive, that the French Army in Egypt can never be reduced 
to subscribe to them. E 

I had communicated. these Observations to the Grand Vi- 
zir, and 1 proposed to him to postpone the Evacuation of 
Cairo until this unexpected Difficulty Should be removed. I 
could not demand a more moderate Pledge of the Execution 
of our Conventions; his Excellency refused to consent to 

this Proposal, and chose rather to expose to the Fate of a 
Battle, the Possession of a Country which was absolutely 
assured to him. This Batile took Place on the 29th of Ven- 
tose, and Heaven protecting the Justice of my Cause, con- 
ferred Victory on me. „ the sincere Desire 
which I have always had, to re- establish the Ties of Friend- 
ship and of Interest which, during so many Centuries, have © 

a united 
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united the Two Nations, is not altered by that Event. The 
Sublime Porte will still find me disposed to deliver up to him 
the Possession of Egypt upon the Conditions stipulated at 
El-Arish, with the Exception of some Modifications, 
which the existing Circumstances have rendered necessary. 
Thus all Motive 2 a fresh Effusion of Blood would be ob- 
viated, and a regular Negociation (the Effect of which 
would no longer be prevented by unforeseen Orders) would 
restore to the Ottoman Empire those Provinces of which it 
would be in vain to attempt to deprive us by Force of Arms. 
If your Excellency shares these Sentiments of Peace and 
Concord, you will communicate them to His Majesty the 
Emperor Selim the Second, and, without Doubt, you will 
obtain Orders to resume, without Delay, those Conferences 
which would conduct us to the Object which we are equally 
desirous of attaining. I beg your Excellency to believe in 
the high Corsideration I entertain for you. | 
(LS) (Signed) KLEBER. 
Cairo, the 20th Germinal, Year 8 of the French Re- 
public, (10th of Aptil, 1800), which answers to the 
14th of the Month of the Moon Zyskade in the 
Year of the ZEgira 1214. | 


ec 


D. 28 
At the Camp of Jaffa, 15th of April, 1800. 


Baudot, F irst Aid-de- Camp to General Kleber, Commander 
| in Chief of the French Army in Egypt. 


To the First Interpreter oi the Sublime Porte. 


Prince, 

IN all my Conversations with you, I have continually re- 

peated to you, that the firm and clearly expressed Intention 
of General Kleber has always been, scrupulously to execute 
the Treaty of El-Arich. I add, with Confidence, from 
my * of the loyal and open Character of that Ge- 
neral, and the real Wish which he has to give to the Supreme 
Vizir the most positive Proots of his good Faith, that, what- 
ever may be the Fortune of War, the French Army shall 
evacuate Egypt immediately after the Arrival of the neces- 
sary Passports from the English Government, and of the 
Number of Vessels stipulated for the Transport of the 

Troops. = | | 
I have the Honour, &c. 8 
ä | (Signed) BAUDOT. 
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